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now existing, or of any officer under the Govern- 


ment, including the Register of the Treasury. The || as to make it read $1000. 


jificulty of preparing all the necessary papers, and 

ing them out to the different marshals through- 
got the country, would be such, and all to’ be done 
before the next meeting of Congress, that he had 

t doubts whether there would be time for him, 
with all the aid which could be allowed him under 
the law, to perform all the duties. The allowance 
get down for this officer in the bill as it originally 
good was $3,000, which sum, much against his 
wish, was cut down to $2,500. If we expect to 

acompetent man, we must give him as much 
ss we give to an Assistafit Postmaster General, or 
any head of a bureau; and $3,000 is the lowest 
amount assigned to any head of a bureau. He 
hoped, therefore, that the committee would not 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 
gchusetts, and would keep in the $2,500 as re- | 
commended by the committee. He had intended | 
to propose an amendment to strike out $2,500 and 
insert $3,000, but he was willing to yield his wishes 
end to take $2,500 as the compensation of this 
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fficrr. 

, Mr. CARTTER interposed an inquiry whether 
the clerks have a discretionary power to perform 
any duty of a general character; or whether there 
was anything more involved in relation to these | 
statistics than merely the performance of a clerical 
duty; that any clerk in any counting-house could 
perform ? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, replied that 
the labor of making out the abstracts for the print- 
er, and the other duties devolving on this officer, 
required twice the amount of labor which was per- 
formed by any head of bureau. 

Mr. FOWLER expressed himself still in favor 
of his amendment, after all which had been urged 
against it. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Fow rer, and it was rejected. 

Mr. MATTESON moved to amend the twen- 
tieth section by striking out, and inserting words 
he designated, so as to read— ; 

“ And be it further en: ted, That the Secretary of the In- 


terior is hereby required to carry irto effect the provisions 
of this act, and to provide blanks,” &c. 








The words which he proposed to strike out, 
were mere surplusage, and he trusted that his 
amendment would be agreeJ to, 

The motion to amend was then decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend by inserting a 
proviso, as follows: 

Provided, That no subordinate clerk shall receive a sala- 
ry of $1,200. 

Mr. B. was opposed to this unlimited discretion 
conferred on the Secretary of the Interior, which 
he might exercise in giving to every clerk the same 
amount of compensation which we have prescribed 
for the superintending clerk. We give him the 
Parilege of doing this, and we give him a rule for 
is adoption by inserting $2,500, as a salary for 
the s'perintending clerk. He desired to affix 
some limit to this privilege, and he therefore pro- | 
posed to restrict the compensation of the subordi- | 
nate clerks, so that it should in no case exceed 
$1,200. 

Mr. FOWLER said he agreed generally with 
the remarks made by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, but he thought that the limitation should 
not be quite so low. He therefore moved to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri, by striking out  twelve’’ and inserting 
“ fifteen,”’ so as to make it read $1,500. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts that he had 
erred on the side of liberality in his motion. 

ere were no subordinate clerks whose salaries 
amounted to $1,500. He suggested that clerks 
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might be obtained, as they were in the preparation 
of the last census, at a lower rate than even $1,200, 
who might be perfectly competent to perform the 

utes similar to those which were then required 
and performed. On that census some received as 


low a salary as $600. 
58 
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| act on his own discretion. 


|| shal shall certify that an assistant has completed to his sat- 
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Mr. BOW LIN then modified his amendment so | eight (which relate to water-rotted hemp and dew- 
rotted hemp) by introducing an adcitional column, 
with the heading ** or other hemp.’’ The table as 
it now stood, distinguished only between two 
qualities of hemp, the dew-rotted and the water- 
rotted, as though these were the only kinds of 
hemp which were raised. But there was another 
kind of hemp made out of the straw, which was 
neither dew-rotted nor water-rotted. He wished, 

1 therefore, to introduce another column, with the 

|| heading “* or other hemp.”’ There was also an- 

|| other kind of hemp on the Ohio. 

would be right to leave the Secretary at liberty to || Mr. CROWELL. Can this change in the 

If it were left tu him, || schedule be made without making it necessary 

he might find proper persons at rates of compen- || that a new description of paper shail be obtained? 

sation, some perhaps a little higher and some a Mr. STANTON said he supposed it could. 
little lower than the sum designated. He saw no Mr.CROW ELL said that he had been informed, 
good cause for the establishing of this limit. He || from what he considered sufficient authority, that 
hoped the motion of the gentleman from Missouri | it ceuld not. ; 
would be voted down. He then withdrew his || Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
amendment. ' he had understood some seven hundred thousand 

The motion of Mr. Bow to amend the sec- || of these tables had already been printed for deliv- 
tion was then decided in the affirmative. | ery to the marshals. 

The 20th section, as amended, was then agreed Mr. STANTON replied, that if such was the 

\| fact, all efforts to amend the schedules must be 

| unavailing, and the committee might as well take 

|| the whole of the schedules at once, just as they 
| were in the bill. 


After a few words from Mr. THOMPSON, of | 
Pennsylvania, the question was taken on the | 
motion of Mr. Fow er, to strike out $1,000 and 
insert $1.500, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
strike out $1,000 and insert $1,300. He thought 
that all these amendments were wrong. He was 
sorry that his colleague [Mr. Tuompson] had 
made a suggestion which led to this motion to re- 
duce the limitation to $1,000. He thought that it 
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The 2st section being under consideration, the 
question was taken on the amendment reported by 
the Committee on the Judiciary, striking out the 
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section, and was decided in the affirmative. The | Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, stated that 

section was as follows: the change as contemplated by the proposed 
(Sec. Q1. And he it further enacted, That in order to give || amendment could not be made without much ad- 

dispatch to business, the said Secretary shall be authorized || ditional labor and expense. 

wy contract with the lowest bidder, for the necetsary pre- || | ‘The question was then taken on the motion of 

vouaiea by law t and, further, to employ in preparation for || Mr. STANTON to amend, and it was decided in the 

taking the statistics, and also in classing, and arranging for || Negative. 

SPiaL SuRGnGAREA petite tlameeen. siievine wea TT thd nae rk ele tes A 

c ; ns 0 eac | ohi : : ; 

fixed compensating ercoming to the gade and value of his i eeety-cighth —— oy ne yy enon he vere 

services, but in no case exceeding the usual rate for similar || ‘* Water-rotted,” the words, “or other hemp. 

services. | | This — be done without the addition of an 

i i || extra column, 

Pe section was considered and agreed to, || “*) ' BOWLIN made a suggestion; afier which, 
Sec. 22. And he it further enacted, That, for the purpose Mr. STANT ON moved the-insertion of the 

of carrying into effvet this act, and defraying the prelimi- || Ptoposed words in the thirty-seventh column, after 

nary expenses, there is hereby appropriated out of any || the words, ‘* dew-rotted.”’ 

Goede d and Shy Geacend dofters, ous af Whleh ere stk || cheng ce te eee ane Eanes 

és . of w “ : 

Secretary of the latvia may allow to the person employed who proposed this amendment, that its adoption 

ax Secretary of the Census Board, a compensation after the || Might lead to some confusion in the returns, as 

rate of three thousand dollars per annum during the period || regards the quantities of the different varieties of 

he has been in their employ. {| hemp raised. 

The question was then taken on the proposition || Mr. STANTON replied in the negative. 
of the Judiciary Committee to strike from the bill Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
the 23d section, (as below,) and it was agreed to; || strike out the words ** dew-rotted.”” He thought 
viz: | there could no occasion to say, “ dew-rotted, or 

[Sec. 23. And beit further enacted, That wheneveramar- |, Other hemp.’’ It would, in his judgment, be 
shal s vm || quite sufficient to make one column to show how 
isfaction, and made return of the subdivision confided to |! much water-rotted hemp wes produced, and an- 
him, and shail also certify the amount of compensation to h of ail other kind if 
which, uader the provisions of this act, such assistant is'en- other to show how MUCH OF a other aa 
titled, designating how much for each kind of service, the this was not the object of the mover of the 
Seneers 5 ne Seeres sn renee pore ee haw J amendment, he did not understand what it was; 
returns have been carefully exainined for Classification, if |) and if this was his object, it would be past as well 
found execut«d in a manner satisfactory, then he shall also || Obtained by striking out the words ‘ dew-rot- 
cause the other half to be paid. And he shall make pay- || ted.” Without these minute and specific designa- 
ments in the manner and upon like conditions to the several || tions, the Secretary would in his instructions. to 
Spapniyale, OCHRE setvyoen.) | the marshals, prescribe the detaila which might be 

The 24th section, embracing the different sched- || omitted in the bill. He reminded the committee 
ules, was then taken up for consideration. || that it had been proposed before this bill was intro- 

Some conversation took place as to the most duced, to confine the questions in these schedules 
convenient mode of considering the various sched - | to one hundred. 
ules, and it was finally agreed to take them up and || Mr. VENABLE, (Mr. Srevens yielding the 
vote separately on each. | floor.) Did I understand the gentleman to say 

The question was then taken on agreeing to || that the Secretary of the Interior had ordered ail 
schedule one, and it was decided in the affirmative. i these tables to be printed, and that we have noth- 

The second schedule being under consideration, ( ing left us but to vote up to it? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, desired to be || Mr. STEVENS, (resuming.) Yes; and the 
informed in what respect this schedule had been || law required him todoso. He (Mr. 8.) regarded 
amended from the Senate bill. | the present proceeding as legislating the second 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman from Penn- | time on this matter. Already, under the authority 
sylvania, that it contained too additional izems of of the law of last session, seven hundred thousand 
inquiry, “‘ fugitives from the State’? and number || tables had been printed. It had never heretofore 
manumitted, and this was all the change which || been the practice of Congress to legislate on the 
had been made. same subject a second time. He deprecated any 

The question was then taken on schedule two, || amendments which would destroy the present tab- 
as amended by the Committee on the Judiciary, || ular arrangement. He thought whatever changes 
and was decided in the affirmative. the House may deem necevsary, might be more 

The third schedule being under consideration, || conveniently made through instructions issued by 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend || the Secretary than by altering the tables. He 
the schedule after lines thirty-seven and thirty- || withdrew his amendment. 
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e question was then taken on the motion of || included in the next schedule; and he suggested 
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a aaa eetaeeelieean en 
Mr. STANTON accepted the amendmen 
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Mr. Stanton to amend, and i i : 
: } , and it was decided in the || 
negative. he || to gentlemen, that the proper place to move their || modificati fhi 
Mr. STANLY moved to insert in this schedule | a for this purpose was to the next The sah _ vats Si 
columns for ,* a shingles, staves, turpentine, || cnjet “3 = that they would accomplish their || was dieceesd ta then pat, and the amendm “ 
tar, rosin, sawec lumber,” &c 9 |} st, Dy reducing the limitation or th A 1 a 
_ nbe c. | : "ited ; € amount Mr. M gore 
od STANLY said it was very important, not || sab wrame in any one establishment, from || rise.  * cMULLEN moved that the comm pag 
only to the section from which he came, but to | @! to whatever sum they saw fit, whether $100 The motio i c ea 
the whole of eastern North Carolina, that the in sa ad $10. Mr DUNHAM manne = re 
‘ vole | | . . nest 
formation which he proposed should be obtained. || M eee of Mr. Sranty was rejected. | schedule, calling f enaived’ to-etrike uit the «i = 
oe was as much necessity for it as for the in- 1] and fe edie moved that the committee rise || died in the year 1849 een eG ie whe M 
ormation respecting hemp; there w , |] report the bill to the Hou . , : 0 
; asnota Yan-|| ° ; Se. The : ; 
kee vessel that sailed which used the American 1 st CHAIR said that the motion was not in Mr MeMULLEN sane 2 
hemp which did not require th . || order, as there was an amendment ding ae N renewed his moti 
my quire the tar of North Caro- || Mr. HOU pending. committee rise 10N that the the § 
pe aoe oe The little town in which he | tinetly h oer “poner pees Mr. VINTON ela'med th a "0 
esided had manufactured for several | \| veg iened i © Hoor, and i 
ears more || > : signed to him. ; it Was as. 0 
than $100,000 annually of this article of anes 1 Mr. VENABLE made a motion that the commit- | Mr. V said he had gi . as M 
ne. Thee eet in \ urpen- || tee rise, which was disagreed to— ‘ Card e had given notice th 
b they got no credit for it under this bill, |) Mr. STE g o—ayes.45, noes 82. || that he should offer t © other da the 
ut their whole State was represented by menaiee aut " PH oe of Georgia, said he had un- The CHAIRMAN a to this bill, 0 
men asasand barren. The tar, rosi ap | e gentleman from P: lvani stated, that b ~ 
; ‘ , rosin, turpentine, || : ennsylvania [Mr. || amendm . efore 
oo rps went to New York in teres quan- } eee ot -" ee eee beet e cand Anuslinaiy spon aie ode 
ities, and thence all over the face of th ; ee i P : ape again 
oe e globe. | > tion o € substity. 
The turpentine of North Carolina was sh thacadioah in STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said some ers ayleoge oraenren se Judiciary Com. i 
in the paint which was now upon the Capitol and || tf 000 pages had been printed under the order of Senate place of the tables adopted by the e 
the President's lieaus;and the youngeF members || r Census Board, in virtue of the power given The. nection: bal 
of this Honse must acknowledge the usefulness of | * Mi ‘crate last session. the ee ee owe reported by oe 
rosin applied to the violin strings : Se NS, of Georgi ares Gengene< 
° gs, whose anima- | IN, 01 gia, moved to amend Mr. : ‘ ate 
= pn coe ca influence they oie nian | a ee - ee after the word ‘* hay” i Sacenerdac meee — he had given al 
edyed while gliding through tl P || the words ** or fodder.”’ » that he should 7 
1e mazes of the || ’ amendment is bi ata , 
daa g g The question was put nts to this bill. He would er 
2, S ’ and the amendment was the Ch : ould send them t divi 
Mr. MORSE moved to stri : || rejected. shar, that they might be read. O : | 
Rs ° . . > strike out * % | ‘ - . ne w B 
Snaert ** mose.?? it “rosin,” and || ‘Schedule 1V. being now under consideration ra nh the taking of the census in the fetere, ws 
7 i ’ = oO 7 ® P as 
He said the production of moss was becoming | fi er. FITCH moved to add to the objects four of that Sensmachad oe for the organization oa 
exceedingly valuable in Louisiana, and if it ann | ve and six, being the ‘* quantities, kinds, a M.V Se » founded upon such census, and 
considered of any great importance or benefit to | ree raw materials used, including fuel,” the || as Shiner propositions were read for informetion 
any section of the country that all the articles of words ** ingredients and their proportion of patent Be it ena ted fl 3 ’ ; 
commerce and exportation produced and manufac Seas medicine.”’ until Conan ee orien shall continne in foree tha 
A; , pe || po Waa t . : . ; > ane aw be " 
tured init should be stated, this product oiidamn Ud Mr. I. said the bill contemplated the ascertain- viding for the taking of any sat ott gla be passed pro- is p 
should not be omitted. \| ing the raw materials used for manufacturing pur- |} Bunter, or betore the first day of tet pha B 
B ; 4 - w , ‘ : . “ 7 - ny 
3ut he did not think it of any great importance | poses. He proposed to embrace under these inqui- an Seis tetas the United States, any tear fee 
and he had only introduced the amendment for | eg the ingredients, and their proportions used in taken, such cae leit te ae dutebe | ua eae = 
the purpose of making a solitary remark. If it . e manufacture of patent medicines. He desired to pleted according to the provisions wa 7 te oe 
were the intention of Congress’ to Sees ih tian || have laid before the public, how much brick-dust, || 4 ee be it further enacted, That from and after the thi J 
such minuti, they had bette ' || aloes, &e.,they swallowed in t » || day of March, one thousand eight hundred and. fitty- — 
» y had better at onve make the |! how muct : n the form of pills, the House of Representatives shall he c id filty-three, nec 
general provision that all the products of near | oa molasses, and tar-water, in the form of hundred members, to be Gaositonte maaan tae of two os 
ot town, and plantation, should be staal | coug vere how much sugar in the form of Sar- Care in the manner directed in the peat Talon ean . 
net, Tyr iad” Renae ante - || Sapariila, &e. , se ihis J 
pes ndiient, | The a: Be it further enacted, Thet w ; = 
Mr. STANLY temporarily withdrew his amend- | w _queation was taken, and the amendment || Iuterior shall have onemminege a ee Department of the ing 
ment at the request of I ee ted. manner above directed among the sivadlal Witte: s io the tert 
Mr. 7 HOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, who re- I} . r. HOUSTON moved to strike out $500, and ries NS enumeration of the satiate at “ 
newed it for the. purpose of briefly explaining } insert $100 in column No. 1, of schedule four, in and ei shall, as soon as practicable, make out Jai 
He aaid, if provision cribs eels adel media 4 | the following words, viz: ** name of corporation Sraechesanaves, een take Office, to the House of fro 
these schedules for returns of that informatio | company, or individual, producing articles to the portioned to each State under the aaa onsen mi ? 
aimed at by the gentleman han. Moette Garhlinn 1 annual value of $500.” oo likewise make out and eeememnne case 
. ‘ e . | sd ® . i , ” elay i 
in his amendment, he should unite with the ge z ll Ihe question was put, and the amendment re- tee age State a certificate under his seal of 
tleman in support of iis enating ~ Mule ithe a jected. aaiadamnal repute apportioned to each State 
tleman would turn Over to the next iinddle— ls Mr. BOWDON moved that the committee now And be it further enacted, ‘That s0 soon as the next and 
“The Products of Industry’’—he would see that ieee and the question being put, it was disagreed pay emg ened ete of the inhabitants of the se th 
in ail cases where this production of tar, turpen || uM, Ss 48, noes 72. 7 to be aon sual bo Coleptatee had 10a aiedren een to 
; . ne | x AO EPp 3 inplete . » office of 
aan ae oe amounted in any one nesetolinls- | Gncify ae oede saben, remarie Bet Cie Se Department of the Interior, i salle the duty the a 
rent to more than $500, the name of ; rd. Secretary of the Interior to ase rc 5 e 
the preprie- || , ; ' ascertain the aggregate repre- m 
tor, the amount produced, &e., &e. hss a l Mr. DUNHAM moved to strike from schedule Shite abner or of the United States by adding ae tei 
given, just as the same statistics would be in ref- || ia the following items of inquiry, viz: All the those hound a>. seevien Sek a tamn ‘of he Ac gre tenn 
erence to cotton manufactories, grist-mills a | eadings for statistics in relation to ** churches Indians not taxed, three-fifths th oleae = —- co 
mills, &e. » 8aw- | colleges, schools, public libraries, newspapers and || hundred, population he shail divide by ie menkir joo M 
“et : 1 J ” > ’ . . es 
Mr. STANLY again withdrew his ameadm periodicals. a lenees ea the er of such division, rejecting any 
at the request of ent Mr. DUNHAM said he had listened with a || the ratioor tga agi happen to remain, shail be 8s 
Mr. HOUSTON, who renewed it, and said h | great deal of attention to the arguments pro and the several Biates under stich ceuinerition ned @ re raid 
geaetir’ che . ’ al e || con in reference to th we ; Secretary of the Dep: ution; and the said m 
£ 1 amendment of the gent! » the constitutional px f , partment of the Interior shall the 
North Carolina should be adopte Pee from || Congress to collect these various saemans ne aaa Seaeeenaite neoeentaninan representave . 
; ee. € amount || h cs. e || population of each State, and m% 8 
of lumber annually e + || had no doubt as to th 5 uamh.tn Agia tape shat: aienes 
y exported from t oo : e power of Congress to ob- of the representative populati reach Sta , 
and middle States was very somes Southern || tain all the information relative to the sila alrea y determined by hii "he chevie dinctad ond the ore a 
ae HOMPSON, of Pennsylvania , repeated of re ees — whatever was necessary to = la Bento Naguers Samae be the wa:nber of Represents 
e explanation that all the material fn ; , enable them to egislate intelligently in refe ation: Provil o auch State under the then last enumet- 
} . i : d, That the loss i , a 
be given with referer rial facts would |) thereto. But he had ee SE ae Ga we ia the umber of members 
ice to lumber, tar |] ' it he had not yet heard a sing _ || caused by the fractions remaining i cc cnret ws 
the amount of production oxcteded tony where | gument which justified ana taking phi ot woe dante ot the Saadta thator wait bs comrpronaat ‘ 
Mr. STANLY suid he thought not. ‘The next || staustics. He thought, therefore, these inquiries shens'a0e aaiieant aaah ones ee ee r 
echedule related to the products of industry ; d | ougnt to be stricken out. It was competent for be necessary sont tan cae ap oe eee ae 0 
he thought would not include these aon. ‘He | them tocollect all statistics which might be valuable || [¥° handred: And a Gcliek othe SHAT IC afer the Spr t! 
would hke to see returns of them in ote ait It and useful to them as legislators, but when they tionment of the Representatives, under the next or ‘aby a> 8 
columns. parate | oo further and proposed to take those which Skate tiibeon tent tea pat cemoge cn tone m t 
Mr. os ad no pussibl igned ay the Representative or -Rupreorntatives 
HOUSTON (continuing) proceeded to refer || legislation of e bearing upon the commerce or the assigned tosuch new State or States shall py en 0 
also to the very considerable amounts of shingles, |! & on of the country, it was, in his opinion io the number of Representatives herein above limited; \ 
staves, &c., produced in the South and other s » || going too far. : saiee excess of Rvpresentatives over two hundred shall 1 
tions of the country; whi ec- | Mr. CARTTER moved nly continue until the next succeeding apportionment of 
ialpidiahs aot ry; which, though in many cases || ment, so as to except fi ed to amend the amend- Representatives under the next sucevediog cunnus ; 
not amount ina single establi oan as , rom its operation all sa i i 
$500, yet in the aggregate ion of Soutien to || statistics in relation to st ehurehen:*? — th Mr. V. said that, at the instance of several gen- ’ 
ance, and shou!d be ascertained and returned Pe 1] The question was severally taken on the pro- Se eee a 
should, therefore, when in order, move to red © || posed amendments, and they were rejected Saas earths -<atnendonent ehouke Se deferred : 
the limitation fram $500 to $100. uce || Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to insert on —— morning, he would suggest that I 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsyivania, said it was, |! in schedute five additional columns, viz: ** The nel lanaes e general wish he would abstain from ; 
no doubt, of very great importance that these re- || number of Odd Fellows, Fiee Masons, and Tem- || th g any remarks at this time, and move thal 
turns should be made; but, as had been said i pen eye : Wheesetint es 
id by Mr. DUNHAM moved also to insert andthe he committee rose, and its chairman reported 





progress. 





hia colleague, (Mr. Tuompson,) they would be || 1001.” 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, by unanimous I 











introduced a resolution, which was read 


nsent, - 
and adopted, as follows, viz: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 


gructed to inquire into the facts connected with a con- 

otmade by the Lodian Department with Henry M. Rice, 
or the removal of those Winnebago Indians now in the 
airs of Wisconsin and Iowa, to their own lands in Min- 
pesota territory, and what steps, if any, should be taken to 
annual said contt act. 

Mr. STRONG moved that the two reports of 
the Committee on Elections in relation to the 
Delegates from New Mexico and Deseret be made 
the special order for the 15th of this month, and 
go continue until disposed of. 

Objection was made; when 

Mr. STRONG moved to suspend 
the purpose. Pending which——— 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


the rules for 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
resented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
ropriate committees: 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: “The people’s petition for 
cheap postage”? signed by Doctor John McCoak and &8 
other chiveadi New Lisbon, Ohio. 

By Mr. 8 INCK: The petition of Ist Lieutenant W. 
T. Sherman, United States Army, for increased pay while 
serving a8 Assistant Adjutant General in the Pacific military 
division in California. 

By Me. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of James Flint 
and others, citizens of Bridgton, Maine, avainst the ad- 
mission Of any more slave States into the Union, in favor 
of a law granting a trial by jury to alleged fugitive slaves, 
and forthe repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery in the 
Di trict of Columbia. 

Ry Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Samuel Cushman 
and 125 other eit zens of Attleboro, Massachusetts, praying 
that no State may be admitted into the Union unless slavery 
js prohibited in its constitution. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: he petition of Hon. F. Hunting- 
ton and other citizens of Virginius, Vermont, asking the 
fiee passage, in vessels of the United States navy, tor dele- 
gates to a Peace Congress, to be ho den in the city of Frank- 
fort, Germany, in August next. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of 76 gentlemen compo- 
sing the freshman classin Yale College, in the State of Con- 
necticut, praving for the reduction of postage to two cents 
on all prepaid letters of halfan ounce, and that a suitable 
reduction be made on all other mailable matter. 

Also, the petition of Barnard Hartley and 49 other legal 
voters of North-Haven, in the State of Connecticut, pray- 
ing for the reduction of postage to two celts on prepaid let- 
ters of half an ounce, and one cent on newspapers, for all 
distances. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved, under the rule, that the papers of 
James M. French, a petitioner for a pension, be withdrawn 
from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 6, 1850. 


Mr. ATCHISON rose and said: Senators, as 
the Vice President is absent, it becomes necessary 
to elect a President pro tem.; I therefore move 
that the Hon. Wittiam R. Kine, by the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate, be the President pro 
tempore. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Kine was 
conducted to the chair by Messrs. Arcuison and 
Mancum. 

Mr. KING, having taken the chair, rose and 
said: Senators, [ feel highly honored by the unani- 
mous approbation of this body in placing me in 
this responsible position. I can only say that I 
shall endeavor, during the short period I may oc- 
cupy this seat, to discharge the duties incumbent 
on the Chair with faithfulness and impartiality. 

Every Senator well knows that the high char- 
acter of this body for order, decorum, courtesy, 
and gentlemanly deportment has given it a reputa- 
tion in the land to command the confidence and 
respect of every portion of the community through- 
out our borders. Still to retain and to command 
that respect, it is necessary that every Senator 
should sustain the Chair in the efforts it may make 
to put down the least movement toward disorder, 
or the slightest indulgence in personal remarks. 
While I preside I shall endeavor, as far as in me 
lies, to repress everything of the kind, and shall 
rely confidently upon the support of my fellow 
Senators to sustain me. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 


Ordered, That the Secretary notify the.President of the 
United States that the Senate,in the abserrce of the Vice 
President, have chosen the Hon. Wittiam R. Kine Presi- 
dent of the Senate pro tempore, and that he make a similar 
aanunciation to the House of Representatives. 


SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 
The Hon, Franguiw H. Exrmore, from the 
State of South Carolina, whose credentials were 
Presented on the 17th of April last, attended, and 
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the oath prescribed by law having been adminis- 
tered to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial signed 
by one hundred and twenty-seven citizens of Alton, 
Illinois, asking a grant of the right of way through 
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the public lands to the Terre Haute and Alton | 


Railroad Company, in aid of the construction of 
said road. 
Also, a memorial of the like effect from citizens 


} i 


of Lower Alton, in the same State; both of which | 


were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial from | 


citizens of Green county, Arkansas, asking the | 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of Big | 
Black river in that State; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of | 


Oakland county, in Michigan, asking the adoption 
of measures for the adjustment of international! 
controversies by arbitration; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of the United 
States, residing on the southern shore of Lake Su- 
perior, asking the construction of a ship canal 


around the Falls of the Saint Mary and the improve- || 


ment of Ontonagon and Eagle rivers; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Winthrop, Maine, asking thata public ves- 
sel may be employed to convey the Delegates from 
the United States who may be appointed to attend 
the convention to promote the cause of universal 


| peace, which is to assemble at Frankfort, in Ger- 


many, in August next; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


| said war, and served out their engagements, and were hon- 


Also, a memorial from Aaron Hayden and oth- | 
ers, owners of the steamer Admiral, asking the | 
enactment of an equal and uniform law on the sub- | 


ject of alien passengers arriving in the United 


States, whereby they may be relieved from op- | 
pressive or unconstitutional State laws; which was | 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, presented a petition of 


citizens of lowa, asking the esta! lishment of a mail || 


route from Pelta to Council Bluffs. 


Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, | 


asking that the mail route between fort Des Moines 
and Council Bluffs may be made to pass through 


Winterset instead of Adel, in that State; both of | 


which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Torrington, Connecticut, asking that slavery 
and the slave trade may be abolished in the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, or the seat of Government re- | 


moved therefrom. 


Also, a petition from citizens of the same place | 


and State, asking that slavery may be prohibited 
by law in all the Territories of the United Siates. 
Also, a petition from the same, asking that no 


| inconsiderable fraction of the unappropr ated portion of the 


| that their servi es are appreciated by their countrymen, 


State may hereafier be admitted into the Union, | 


whose constitution does not expressly prohibit 
slavery within its limits. 


Also, a petition from the same, asking that the i 


right of trial by jury may be secured by law to 
fugitive slaves; all of which were received and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of the teachers and students of 
the Tremont Seminary, in Norristown, Pennsyl- 
vania, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition from 


citizens of that State, asking a grant of land to aid | 


in the construction of a railroad from Davenport 
to Council Bluffs; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Iowa, askin 
the establishment of a mail-route from Bloomfiel 


to Washington, in that State; which was referred | 


to the Committee on the Post Ojfice and Post 
Roads. 

Also, additional documents relating to the claim 
of the legal representatives of Rinaldo Johnson and 


Anne E. Johnson; which were referred to the Com- | 


mittee of Claims. 


OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 


1812. 

Mr. BORLAND. I hold in my hand a memo- 
rial signed by twenty-eight officers and soldiers in 
the war of 1812, and with the Indian tribes during 
that period, asking to be allowed a grant of land as 
a reward for their services. [tis similar in import 
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| Charles A. Grignon, asking compensation for ser- 


it 
| 
| 


| 


testimonial from the r country would not ouly be conterring 


| Military Affairs. 


| the Committee on Pensions. 





to a number of memorials from individuals, and 
resolutions from the Legislatures of several States, 
which have been referred to the Committee on 
Miltary Affairs. As this memorial goes more 
fully into the merits of the case than many hereto- 
fore presented, and «s it is also very short, | will 
ask the attention of the Scnate to the reading of it: 


* 

Souviers oF Ikl2.—Ata meeting of the officers and sol- 
diers of the last war with Euglind, held ip Van Buren, 
Arkansas, on the 16th of March, 1850, twenty-four being 
pre ent— 

General R. C. 8S. Brown was appoidcted chairman, and 
Alexander McLean secretary. The mebting was addressed 
by the chairman upon the objects of the meeting, and the 
claims of the few survivors of the war of 1812 upon the 
country; whieh was afterwarda tollowed by an eloquent 
tribute from General H. Wileox. 

Upon motion, A. McLean, Captain William Steward 
Captain William Russell, Valentine M clock, and Whittietd 
Bourn were appointed a Committee to draw up a memorial 
to Congress, a- King that a portion of the public lands be set 
apart and appropriated to each officer and soldier who 
served in the last war with England. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub- 
lished in the Arkansas Intelligeneer, and a copy of the 
sane, with the memorial, be forwarded to the Arkansas 
delegation in Congress. 

R. C. 8. BROWN, Ohairman. 

A. McLean, Secretary. 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

The undersigned, officers and soldiers of the war with 
England, commenced in 1812, and with the Lidian tibee 
during that period, respeetfuly represent that they entered 
the service of the United States at different perind® during 


orably discharged. Many of thein served during the Creek 
war, at a period when the army suffered many privations 
in the wilderness; they also participated in many of the 
hard-fought battles with the Indians. Others, again, served 
on the Canadiin frontier, suffering the bardships of a rigor 
ous winter, deprived of their regular supply of clothing, 
subsisting On short rations, and frequently without any 
other food than what could b- procured by foraging in a 
wilderness country. It is a matter of bistory that they bore 
those hardships with manly fortitude, whilst they rendered 
services to their country which have conterred blessings 
upon millions of thrtty citizens, who now occupy tho-e 
regions that were wrested from a savage enemy in a bluody 
conte-t. 

The undersigned, though loeated at one point on the fron- 
tier in the Par West, in the fuifiliment of a destiny ordained 
by an all seeing Providence, have migrated trom the States 
of New York, Virginia, Mis-ouri, Olio, Keatueky, and 
Tennessee, and, when called upon by a sense of patrione 
duty, they were citizens of these States. They enjoy the 
high gratification of having served under a Jackson, a Har- 
rison, a Cass, a Scott, a Cocke, a Coffie, and other dixtin- 
guished generals who have wou uniading laurels and the 
gratitude of their countrymen, 

Believing that, by their services, they aided in, achieving 
the final independence of their country, iu adding millions 
of acres to the publie domain, which have brougin also mil- 
lions of dollars into the national treasury, the undersigned 
conceive they ask but a small pittance in petitioning tor an 


domain thus won by their valor .nd patriotism, upon whith 
they may erect humble homesteads, and by which they may 
procure a support during the few lingering years they may 
vet have to dwell among those who are vow realizing the 
full enjoymentof the benefits of their achievements. Suche 


a substantial benefit o»on them, but weuld also yield a 
plea ing satisfaction to them, iu their decline of life, to know 


Your memorialisis, therefore, respeetully ask the pas- 
sage ofa law granting to all the officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, regulars, volunteers, and militia, who served in the 
war of 1812 with England, and with the Lidian tribes, a part 
of the public domain, to be appropriated to them aeeording 
to their respective rank, as & just reward for their services. 

R. ©. 8. Brow , A. McLean, 
Wiiliam Russell, Willian Steward, 
Elijah Parker, Joseph Bryant, 
William (liver, Joel Oliver, 
Philip Stevens, - Bamuel Rush, 
Whittield Bourn, Valentine Matlock, 
David Matlock, Withanr Ritchie, 
Wiliam G. Ramsey, Hugh Poraman, 
William Howard, Wiltiam Riley, 
J mes Shinault, David Givins, 
John F. Winfrey, John V. Gray, 
John Pentz, "thomas Pruitt, 
John Phagan Russel Bates, 
David Burton, James Mitchell, 
Van Boren, (Arkansas,) March 16, 1850. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on 


On motion by Mr. CASS, it’ was ordered that 
the legal representatives of John Baptiste de Lo- 
magne, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, :o which was referred the petition of 


vices as an interpreter to the United States sub- 
agents for the Menomonee Indians, reported a bill 
for the relief of Charles Grignon; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whieh was referred the bill te amend un 
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act, approved 3d March, 1837, entitled An act to P 
amend an act entitled “An act for laying off the || This was made by a gentleman from Maryland, || number is the same as was ordered last Thie 
towns of Fort Madison and Bowlington, in the || Mr. Tyson, who isa chemist and a geologist of Mr. YULEE. I do not know that oss 
county of Des Moines, and the towns of Bellevue, || high reputation, and every way competent to terpose any distinct objection, certain} = all in. 
Du Buque, and Mineral Point, in the county of || make such an examination, and to prepare such a |, distinct motion, to the printing of the meta 
fowa, Territory of Wisconsin, and for other pur- || report. It was made by him es an individual, in || copies which has been recommended: but I thi . 
poses,’’ approved 3d July, 1836, reported back the || nowise connected with the Government. The || it may not be amiss to call the attention of - 
same without amendment. || paper was written by him probably with a view | Senate to the extraordinary amount of prj - 
Also, from the same committee, to which was || to publication, but it was desired by the head of 1 that has been already ordered. I have oo 
referred the bill to amend the act of 4th September, || the topographical engineers, and by many persons || formed that there has been already ord = 
1841, granjing preémption rights to settlers on the || connected with the Government, and by members || amount of printing by the two Houses w 
public iands, reported back the same, without || of Congress, that this paper should be submitted || require the issue of ten thousand volume 
amendment. . to Congress along with the report of General | till the meeting of the next session of Congres 
Also, from the same committee, to which was || Smith. It was so submitted. Mr. Tyson thought || Now we propose to add thirty thousand seletee, 
referred the bill to equalize the grants of lands to that perhaps he was entitled to some compensation || more. his practice of printing books hag ie 
the several States, reported back the same without || for the preparation of that paper. The committee || so far, that all efforts to arrest it seem to te em 
amendment. were not disposed to allow him any compensation || entirely unavailing, that I will not occupy the tim 
Also, from the same committee, to which was || in money, but they thought it reasonable that he || of the Senate with a motion; but I have theneht 
referred the bill to grant to the State of Florida the || should be compensated in a way in which com- |) proper to bring to the notice of the Senate the face 
lands the surveys of which are reported as ‘‘im- || pensation has often been made before, By givinga || which I have stated. 
practicable,” reported back the same with amend- || number of copies of a report for which an individ- || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I should be glad 
ments. || ual had furnished materials, and they recommend || to hear from the chairman of the Committee on 
Also, from the same committee, to which was | it in this case. It was done in the case of Doctor || Printing whether this part of the Patent Office 
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The next is a geological report upon California. || the use of the Commussioner of Patents 
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referred the bill for the relief of Mariba Fairser- || Wizlenzennus, who made a report while em- || Report has been examined; and if so, what is itg 


vice, reported back the same, with amendments. ployed as a surgeon in the army in Mexico. He | general character—on what subjects Mitreats ? 
Also, from the same committee, asking to be dis- || was compensated by a number of the copies ofthe || Mr. BORLAND. 1 will say that T have not 

charged from the further consideration of the pet- || report. [tis proposed to compensate this gentle- || thoroughly examined this document—that | have 

tion of George Horn. man for his labor in the same way. Itis a very || not scrutinized it with sufficient care and minute. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was inadequate compensation, which will not amount || ness to specify its specific character. It is what is 
referred the petition of citizens of St. Louis, Mis- || in value to one-fifth part of his expenses; but it is || called the agricultural portion of the report. Ag 
souri, residing in townships forty-three and forty- || proposed to give some sort of acknowledgment, || to the competency of the present Commissioner to 
four, asking that settlers may be allowed to enter || rather than compensation, for his report. If this |; make a report of that kind, and as to the value of 
lands, submitted an adverse report on the same; || report is worth printing, surely it will be highly || the information he has collected from other sources, 
which was ordered to be printed. illiberal to refuse to give this gentleman some || | am not prepared to speak. It would be impos- 

Also, from the same committee, to which was || copies of his own work, the product of his own || sible, or would take more time than the committee 
referred the petition of John Frazer and William || unaided labor. ‘ | have been able to bestow on it, to go into a thor- 
Lindly, for the heirs of John G. Glendenin, sub- Mr. HALE. This seems to me to be going a ough examination of it. 1 have supposed that in 
mitted an adverse report on the same; which was || step further than we have ever gone heretofore. | || Value it was about equal to its predecessors, | 
ordered to be printed. know we have heretofore published very largely | add for my own justification, that I am no advo- 

| 
} 


Also, from the same committee, to which was || some documents for distribution. It is now pro- | 
referred the memorial of the Legislature of the || posed to buy the copyright—to buy private MSS. 
State of Wisconsin, asking a survey of the Me- || —and to give the author one thousand copies as 
nomonee purchase, submitted an adverse report on || the price of his proprietary right. 1 want to men- | 
the same; which was ordered to be printed. tion a single fact. A lieutenant of the Navy made || that was printed last year, and would leave it for 

Also, from the same committee, to which was || an exploration of the country about the Dead Sea, the Senate to judge whether a document equal in 
referred the petition of William Wallis, asking to || under the direction of the late Administration, or || 81Ze to that of last year contains an amount of 
be allowed to locate certain land, submitted an || the one that preceded it, | do not know which. | matter equally valuable. I will add, that of the 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to That book has been published by the family of | first part, which relates to mechanic arts and in- 
be printed. | Lieutenant Lynch, and is now to be found in most |, eee SOR reer the printing of fifteen thousand 

° . 1 : || of the bookstores. Ihave had many applications || Copies, and the Fiouse o epresentatives have 
See Ae aa n, es || to know how long it will be before aaaaae will |, ordered the printing of one hundred and fifty 

Mr. BORLAND. The Committee on Printing, || take that work for distribution. I do not know || thousand copies of the two together; that is, fifiy 

| thousand copies of the first, and one hundred 


cate for the printing of so large a number of this 


} : 

| document, but I have conformed in my report to 
| the practice of the Senate. The committee have 
| recommended the printing of the same number 
} 
| 


to which was referred the motion to print the 


report of the Secretary of War in relation to the ing, they have not found their way into market; | thousand copies of the second I can confirm the 
geography and geology of California, have in- || for the booksellers will print anything that is worth | Statement made by the Senator from Florida, that 
structed me to réport in favor of printing the same, || the price of printing and publication. Lieutenant | to furnish the printing already ordered by the two 
and that five thousand additional copies thereof be | Lynch’s book was one of that sort, and it found |, Houses of Congress, the public printers and binders 
printed, one thousand of which for the use of Col- |) jxg way to the public through the ordinary chan- || Will have to send us ten thousand volumes per 
onel P. T. Tyson, | will explain the object of |) nels through which books worth printing come |) Week till the next session of Congress. 1 wish 
that recommendation. The report is one which || there, But I suppose it is useless to undertake to || simply to state these facts, without saying anything 
was received from General Smith by the War De- |) arrest this thing; it has been going on increasing |_ in support of the proposition to print, 
| 


why, it these books are valuable and worth print- | 





partment, and a large portion of it is made up constantly from year to year, go that the contin | Mr. YULEE. [ wish to inquire of the chair- 
from reports by Colonel Tyson, of Maryland, a | gent expenses of the two Houses for printing are || man of the committee, what is the probable aver- 
private individual, who made explorations and | counted by hundreds of thousands of dollars, and | age cost of these volumes? 1| estimate it at not 
surveys at his own expense. ‘The whole report i each session it is constantly increasing. : | less thai: $5 per volume, which would be $50,000 
| Mr. BORLAND. I beg to say that’ lanier || ~ week from this time till the next session of 
much opposed to this extravagance in the printing |, “ONSTESS- : 
of satis dasdaontn as any eaet but, asa aieabat | hoa BORLAND. I — ne meneioe from 
of the Committee on Printing, I looked upon it in || 5 ere Oe teas wil manatee Sxpente. 
connection with the practice of the Senate, which || doubt whether t as wil ee one-fifth, cer- 
has been to print reports from any department, || tainly it will not exceed one-fourth of the sum he 
| 


communicating valuable information as to the value || ee I may be wrong, but that is my im- 


was made to the War Department, and the pa. | 
pers of Colonel Tyson were sent in by the Top- | 
ographical Bureau. The committee, not being | 
aware of that fact, reported in favor of printing | 
five thousand copies; but being informed that a | 
portion of the report was the private property of 
Colonel Tyson, a motion was made to reconsider, | 
and the report was recommitted to the Committee | 
on Printing. On examination, we find that the 1 


| 


of public lands, and with respect to other branches || gitar : bas 
report is a very valuable one, and the committ OF ee POS Cay ane aN ere Cee b tha pat ba gg rth Peake 
ae itiieabed see be report in ceeatall saiatiog '| of extraordinary interest and value, additional |) 0Y “¢ inquiry bhatt made, to ask the chairman 


: ; , _ |, of the committee of the competency of the Com- 
five thousand copies, one thousand of them to be | ne sas ef tent oenenereh tata aia || missioner to prepare a report upon an agricultural 


. i . . . 
given to Colonel Tyson, by way of remuneration | recommendation to print, as haa been reported. I | subject, or any other subject; nor does it much 
; ‘ 


for hia labor. Hy chs . | concern me, unless the subject be strictly connected 
Mr. HALE. This is, | suppose, a work on | think the reasons given by the honorable Senator | ; fice. We cone extended 


og | with the duties of his o 
geography, of which we now propose to print five | — parorch scagae mapen ce cou a othenciyaenmg | to this bureau of the Patent Office a great many 
thousand copies. There seems to be no end to this | Gidea Seeen. hae cet vide ie . am | subjects not connected with it; or, at least, not 
system of printing everything. I think the whole | - ve, - eudd tots er maith alot goth em designed by law originally. An agricultural bu- 
system wrong, and if the vote can be taken by || 40.4, as.4g y 6 | reau is growing up in it, and the proposition is in 
yeas and nays, | shall be glad to record my vote || The idl being taken, the report was con- | the minds of many that it should have a distinct 
against it. ; | peat it : P || organization, and be separated from the depart- 

Mr. PEARCE. I understand this report from || : ment. This I hold to be no part of the functions 
the Topographical Bureau contains two papers, PATENT OFFICE REPORT. | of this Government; I hold that it is no part of the 
one submitted by General Persifer F. Smith, Mr. BORLAND. I have been instructed by | duty of Congress to publish works on speculative 
touching upon land tides in California, and va- || the Co » mittee on Printing, to which was referred |! shikentuhs ae compilations on agriculture, or any 
rious other mattera of oe public interest. It is || the motion to print the second part of the report of || similar subject not connected with legislation. 
a valuable paper, and should be in the possession || the Commissioner of Patents, to report in favor of || What is termed the ordinary number of these re- 
of the Senate, and I think it should be tn the pos- || printing the same, together with thirty thousand || ports isa very extraordinary number, I think we 














session of the country, That is an official paper. || additional copies; five hundred copies of which for |! should place a limit, that we ought to have checked 
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itlongago. We have become the great book-maker 


af the country, and unless this is resisted, it bids | tractive character, and accompany it with plates, ex- 


fair to become one of the greatest drains upon the 
Treasury of the country. I doubt the propriety 
of having any other report than that connected 
with inventions which come before that depart- 
ment, and f shall object to the printing of any more 
than the ordinary number of this as a document 
of the Senate. I move, therefore, to amend the 
report of the committee so as to confine the num- 
ber to the ordinary number of reports. We have 
on many occasions gone on to print documents of 
the character of which we had no opportunity to 
adge. What the report of the Commissioner of 
Patents ony is a matter of which every mem- 
ber of the Senate except the Committee on Print- 


ing is now supremely ignorant. The chairman || 
does not give that information which enables us to | 


arrive at any conclusion as to the value of the 
work; nor would | vote for it, if it were ever so 
yaluable, as an agricultural document, to charge 
the Treasury with its publication, and to make 
Congress the medium of its circulation throughout 
the country. 

Mr. YULEE. With respect to the question 
which I put “to the chairman of the committee, 
as to the probable average cost per volume, I will 
say that [ may have over-estimated it, as he seems 


sides the printing, the expense of binding, the 
expense of the paper, the expense of folding, and 
of transportation by mail; and when all is taken 
into the account, | doubt very much whether the 
expense will fall short of five dollars per volume. 

Mr. TURNEY. I hope, really, the Senate 


will not adopt the motion made by the Senator || 


from Mississippi. Jt seems that the abuse com- 


plained of is not that we print too large a number |! 


of this document, but of others of much less im- 
portance. The people regard this of greater im- 
portance than almost any other. The number 
recommended to be printed by the committee is 


thirty thousand, precisely the number printed at | 
the last session; there is, therefore, no evil grow- | 


ing out of the printing of this document more than 
has heretofore existed. The cause of complaint is 


in relation to other documents, of which too large | 
Now, | 


anumber, it is said, have been printed. 
because the Senate has acted wrong, perhaps hasti- 
ly, in ordering so large a number of other docu- 
ments, it is proposed to cut off the printing of 
public documents altogether. I am opposed to 
this course; but | am in favor of the reform spoken 


of by other Senators; but let that reform fall upon | 


other documents, and not that which is most ad- 
mired and called for by the great majority of the 
people. a the amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, | wish to say one 
word upon this subject. I agree with the obser- 
vations that have been made that we are printing 
too many documents. I have no sort of doubt of 
that. I think that the practice should be reformed. 


dent’s messages and 
which are temporary and political in their charac- 
ter, the interest of which passes away during the 
next year. It is the same way with a great many 
other documents that we print. 


country, commercial and manufacturing. 


rs. This is the only document which is issued 


by the Government that is sought after by a very | 


large class of the community—being the agricul- the power to publish a book containing agricultu- 


tural class. So faras my experience goes on the 
subject, 1 can confidentiy say that | have been 
called upon four times as often by my constituents, 
and by individuals in the various parts of the 
United States, for this document than I have for 
any other document published by Congress. And 
it seems to me that if we are to begin a reform, we 
had better commence with those documents which 
are temporary and political in their character, the 
interest of which passes away in a short time, and 
for which we are not called upon as frequently as 
we are for this document. I have heard some of 
the most intelligent agriculturists in the country 
Say that this is vastly the best document that is 
poet by Congress. While I am for reform, I 
Ope we will begin reform on the worst, and not 
on the very best document which can be printed 
y Congress. 


M3 DAVIS, of Mississippi. We must begin 





ti 


ecuted in thestyle in which this report is published, 
they will have calls for it. But this is a question 


|| of the propriety of the printing of works of this 
|| kind by Congress, and not a question whether the 


|| work is a desirable one or not. 


If this is really so 


|| desirable, as represented by the Senator from 


i} 


i] 


|| Texas, let it be published on private account, and 


let it find its way through the booksellers to the 
people who wantit. If it were proposed to pub- 


|| lish the American almanac, and bind that, and 








| 








|| great many constituents, and if | undertake to 
We print, | apprehend, too many of the Presi- || distribute this book, it will be but partially dis- 
ompanying documenis, || tributed, unless | get enough for all of them. 


| 


They are docu- | 


|, ent Office Report. 


{ 
' 


|| uments in my bags. 


We || glad of it. That showed the estimation the peo- 
= them in large documents and in large num- || ple had of it. 


| 


tm somewhere. I will venture to say, that |} a member rises in his place and chooses to bestow 


|| send it through the country, we should have calls 
|| for it equal to those we have for this work. 


Mr. BUTLER, (in his seat.) And more too. 

Mr. DAVIS. My friend from South Carolina 
says we should have more; probably. The ques- 
tion is, whether we shall impose on the coun- 
try the expense of printing thirty thousand copies 
of this work, that we may distribute and send it 
out among our constituents. I think there is no 


justice in it—no foundation of authority for it to 


be drawn from the Constitution under which we 
act. I do not object to this document in particu- 
lar, 
all, when we attempt to run into speculative theo- 
ries, either on moral or physical subjects. I 


|| have not seen the report, but from the published 
to suppose; but I desire to state that there is, be- | 


extracts, and all I have heard of its character, | 

believe it to be one of the most visionary and 

speculative works ever presented to the public. 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, | believe that 


the Patent Office Report is the most popular paper | 


that is published by order of the Senate or House 
of Representatives; and for that very reason I 
think it is more likely to lead toabuse. I think it 
is through the Patent Office Report that we have 
been induced to publish and distribute many other 
reports which ought not to have gone into circula- 
tion. 

Il agree with my friend from Mississippi, that 
we ought not to give the sanction of this Senate to 
a paper of this kind, and make the Commissioner 
of Patents an official author. What is in this 
book I know not—no one has examined it—and 
yet it is a book of statistics, purporting to bea 
book affecting and involving the agricultural in- 
terests of the country. The very name gives ita 
popular reputation, and hence the demand for its 
distribution. 

Sir, the cheapest book you can buy is the Pat- 


with whom | lodge, a very worthy and excellent 
man, who carries on a very extensive bakery, the 


| cheapest book you can buy there is the Patent 
| Office Report. 
| This is making a very cheap use of this highly 


| 


He sends his bread round in it. 


intellectual production. 

Mr. YULEE. Five cents per pound. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 will say that it is very trou- 
blesome for me to distribute this book. I havea 


Some time agol had quite a numer of these doc- 
Before I reached home, 
however, my bags were broken into, and these 


books taken out, so that | was relieved of the ne- |, 
ments called for by the various interests of the || cessity of distributing them at all. 


| was very 


But, sir, | wish to ask what authority has Con- 
gress to print these books? Whence do we derive 


ral statistics? | have applications for these reports, 
containing speculative opinions upon agriculture, 
by persons who never had a grub hoe in their 
hands, who are familiar with none of the imple- 
ments, and none of the practical operations of a 
farm. I am opposed to the publication by the 
Senate of books, the contents of which we know 
nothing. I think the precedent is bad; and, as 
the Senator from Mississippi says, we had better 
commence reform upon this most popular and 
most dangerous of ail publications. | suppose, 
however, that we shall not succeed. I have always 
opposed this thing, and | shall do so now. Ido 
so, because I think it is wrong to print books upon 
the suggestion of any one that their contents are 
vastly important, or that ar contain scientific 
suggestions, sometimes of one kind and sometimes 
of another. If this principle is to be carried out, 
we shall at last come to the point, that, whenever 
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I object to the whole system; and most of || 
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| if Congress will publish any work, of the least at- | laudatory criticism upon one of these official doc- 
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| uments, we shall send it out as food, literary food, 
| for the people,-without ever examining into the 


| character of it. 


} 
| 


I am very glad that my friend 
from Mississippi has raised the opposition which 
he has to this measure, theugh I think it will 
prove unavailing. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 know nothing myself of the 
subject to which this book refers; I am ‘hot an ag- 
riculturist, and therefore am unable to judge of the 
value of the work. Ali that I know upon the sub- 


| ject is, that there is no book publishe which is eo 


| 


| cultural employment. 


| 
' 
j 
| 


| 
| 


' 
| 
} 
j 
| 
j 
| 
1 
| 
| 
' 





If you go down to a friend |) 


| 
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generally sought for by plain men, unconnected 


with polities, and from which, if we may suppose 
and presume they are adequate judges, they derive 
material assistance in the prosecution of their agri- 
I therefore shall vote for 
printing the number of the report which the com- 
mittee have recommended, and I agree entirely 
with my friend from Texas, that if we are to be- 
gin a system of reform, and to cut off any sup- 
posed excess in the publication ef documents, We 


| should begin with the political matter, published 


by so many hundred thousands of copies, which 
is of very little value to any, and of no value ex~- 
cept to a very few persons. At all events, | am 


| extremely unwilling, for one, to commence a sya- 


tem of retrenchment and reform upon the very ap- 
propriation which has not been found fault with, 
but which is the only boon, so far as | know, that 
Congress has ever bestowed upon the agricultural 
pursuits of the people of the United States. It is 
to be paid for with their money, and they desire 
it. It will impose upon me, I am aware, a good 
deal of trouble, which Lam not desirous of taking, 
in franking—for upon that subject I am like the 
Senator from South Carolina—but I will cheerfully 
submit to it asa means of distributing information 
among my constituents which they desire, and 
which is likely to be useful to them in the prose- 
cution of the cultivation of the earth. &f am ready 


| to begin at any time, as the Senator from Texas 


says, in reforming this matter, but | want to begin 
at the other end. I do not desire to begin with 
cutting off what is really valuable. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is now one o’clock, and I 
rise to call for the special order of the day. f[ 
move that the further consideration of this subject 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

Several Senators. Let us finish with this first. 

The motion to postpone was rejected. 

Mr. RUSK. Two objections have been raised 


| to this proposition—one by the Senator from South 
| Carolina, and the other by the Senator from Mis- 


sissippi. One seems to be that some individuals 


; about the city use these documents for wrapping 


paper, or something of that description. his 
work, sir, is not to be chargeable with that; the 
blame falls on the officer or member of Congress 
who neglects to distribute a document which is 
very much sought after. The other objection is 
from the Senator from Mississippi, and is, that 


| there are plates in this work, and that if we pub- 
| lish any books containing plates they will be much 


sought for by our constituents. 

Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) The plates and 
binding, I said, constituted two of the attractions. 

Mr. RUSK. I have had some occasion to look 
into this document, and to examine carefully the 
subjects with which it is connected, and it is my 
impression, from an examination of the matter, 
that we owe four times as much cf the great and 
unbounded prosperity of this country to the in- 
dustry and energy of our mechanics and laboring 
men as to any and all other sources put together. 
It is for that class of individuals more than any 
other that this book is published. It is not at the 
expense of the Treasury at all, for the Patent 


| Office, to which our ingenious mechanics go to 


obtain their patents, accumulates annually a very 


| large fund, much more than sufficient to pay for 


this book. And it seems to me that anything 
which is calculated to encourage our agriculturists 
or our ingenious mechanics, who have done so 


much to elevate and advance this country to pros- 
| perity, is certainly money very well spent, and 


under these circumstances | shall vote for this 

roposition. I shall go into the reform to which 
Saas have referred very willingly. 1 know 
that we publish hundreds of documents and circu- 
late them throughout the country, the a object 
of which is to create a little political capital, which 
lasts no longer than a presidential term, and are 
then thrown aside and forgotten. This book con- 
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tributes to the diffusion of in‘ormation throughout 
the country, and of agricultural statistics, which 
are permanent in their benefits, and do not pass 
away, as is the case with the ephemeral political 
documents to which I have referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am sorry to 


trouble the Senate again, but | must say that I | 
think thesSenator from Texas has made @n argu- | 


ment more conclusive agains’ the printing of this 
document than either the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Burier] or any other Senator who 
has spoken on the sunject. He said that it was 
for the agricultural interest, and that it would 
be printed out of the patent fund, drawn from the 
mechanics and inventors of the country. 

Mr. RUSK. Not out of the patent fund. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I understand the Senator 
to say that the expense of the publication pro- 
posed is not to be borne by the patent fund. There- 


fore he now admiis that the expense is to be borne || | 
|| acuuon for the benefit of the country, or for either | 
|| the agricultural or mechanical interests? None. 


by the treasury, so far as the publication is con- 
cerned. The question being on the publication, it 


strikes me, then, that his argument falls to the | 


ground. The Senator has declared, what | suppose 
none will deny, that the toiling miliions, agricultu- 
ral and mechanical, contribute more to the welfare 
of the country than any other. 
for itis the plainest proposition which could be 
presented. But will the toiling millions, agricul- 
tural or mechanical, be the recipients of this work 
if it is published and franked through the mails? 
{ think not. 
members of Congress alone will be the recipients; 
and however agreeable it may be for members ot 


Congress thus to manifest their consideration for | 


their correspondents, there are other considera- 
t.ons, higher and more important, to be consulted. 

Mr. DAWSON. As I intend to vote against 
this proposi‘ion, | desire tosay a word. [tis said 


that this is the most popular of all the documents || 
|| information in regard to agriculture obtained by 


ordered to be printed by Congress, That I believe | 
te be true, and the reason for it is this: The agri- | 
cultural interest of the country is very desirous | 
that some protection should be furnished them | 
by this body, and the only way to get the in- | 
formation from which it ought to be realized 
would be, by creating a bureau devoted entirely 
to agricultural purposes. It is said that this is a 
document for the benefit of the agricultural inter- | 
ests. Now, I demand to know of the Senate | 
where the agricultural statistics are procured upon | 
which this work is founded or this report is made? 
Why, I recollect that my own State was con- | 
nected with agriculture, as referred to in the last 
report, and it did not touch the subject of our | 
agricultural statistics—save, | believe, in one | 
county, and that upon the subject of peas. Now, 
if we are to distritute information on which the 


| 


j 


country can rely, let us procure it in and through || 


a law calling upon the various marshals of the | 
Union (as we have done in the census bill) to pro- | 
cure the necessary information which we call | 
agricultural statistics. The head of the Patent | 
Office is not a practical farmer, neither is he a 
writer on agricultural subjects. He is therefore | 
not sufficiently informed on this subject, and any 
development he may make for the benefit of the 
agricultural interests 18 not to be confided in at ail. 
Why? Because he is neither practically nor the- 
oreticaliy a farmer or a planter. Itis true the 
book is popular, and why? Because it is a book | 
well bound, and treats on various interesting sub- 
jects. But does it treat on any one subject con- 
nected with agriculture, from which any assistance 
practically is to be derived, or any new idea by 
which the agricultural interest is to be benefited ? | 
I do not know that the other reports have fur- 
nished one, and | have looked to them with some 
degree of interest. 


agricultural bureau, pulling a practical man at the 
head of it, who can acquire the necessary inform- | 
ation, and gather it from the necessary statistics, | 
which shall be procured in and through our vart- 
ous marshals. f 
sideraion the immense quantity of printing this 
publication alone will make? One hundred thou- | 
sand volumes have been ordered to be printed by 
the other branch of Congress, and it is proposed 
that thirty thousand shall be ordered by the Sen- | 
ate. Each of these volumes will contain about | 
five hundred pages, and when the whole one hun- 
dred and thiety thougand copies are ordered it 
will amount to sixty-five millions of pages. Then 





I will not deny it, | 
|| culture, which shall furnish to us practical and 
| reliable information in relation to agriculture. It | 


The friends and neighbors of the | 


‘| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


} 
| 
} 


lave gentlemen taken into con- || 
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the one hundred and thirty thousand copies are to | 
|| be distributed; thirty thousand for the Senate || several years in collecting statistics and j 
| will give to each Senator five hundred volumes, || tion on these very subjects for the bene 








it 


| Under this distribution there would be given to 
| my colleague and myself, to distribute among 


| 


sand volumes, or five hundred each. In such a 
division how many would procure these volumes? 
One in every one hundred. Why, sir, what will 
the ninety odd say? They will ask us at once, 
Do you make this publication with a view to ben- 
fit the agricultural interests? If so, you must 
publish coextensive with the wants of the coun- 
| try. Butif you do it merely for your own grati- 


fication, or upon which to found practical le- | 


| gislation, make the number correspond with the 


| requisition of the body which is in want of the | 
Then the question is brought to | 
this: Is the report one which you expect to derive | 


information. 


any information upon which you intend to found 


Then it is reduced to this idea: We merely pub- 
| about one in every one hundred of our cunstitu- 
this Government shall establish a bureau of agri- 


| cannot do it from the Patent Office. And I will 
take the occasion to say that the establishment of 


| a bureau for this purpose will be much less ex- | 
| pensive to the country than the annual cost of | 


publishing these volumes, which Ll do not consider 


of the least importance to the country. To print 
} 


|| and bind one hundred and thirty thousand copies 
|| of these volumes must cost $130,000 at least. An | 
| agricultural bureau can be created and kept up | 


| merely on the interest of that expense. 


By the census of 1850 the statistics and general 


| the marshals will be furnished, and the first report 


|| from the Patent Office after that period will con- 


| tain all the information on the subject that can be 


| relied on for the next ten years. 
| the succeeding nine years, therefore, will be buta 


|| repetition of that information; and are we, then, 
| to publish, year after year, at an expense of || 


| $130,000 each year, volumes that will be but a 

| repetition of what has preceded them? I believe, 

| with the Senator from Mississippi, that if we are 

| to commence a reform in relation to these extrava- 

| gant printing expenditures, there is no better time 
to do it than now. 


| Mr. BORLAND. There is a single point on 


which | wish to remark. The question has been 


|| asked as to what would be the expense of publish- | 


| ing this work? I judge of it by a comparison with 


ume—the whole book without the plates. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


plates ? 


| Mr. BORLAND. Sol understand. The present 
| work, judging from the amount of manuscript, | 
| will be about two hundred pages less in amount | 


| than the report of last year. Making an allowance 
| for the plates and for binding, | suppose the cost 
| this year per volume will not exceed fifty cents. 
How much will 
| the plates cost? 


| Mr. BORLAND. I carinot estimate with any 


|| precision, but 1 suppose about two cents. On the 


most extravagant estimate the cost of the volumes 
_ will not exceed fifty cents each. 
| I wish to say one thing in reference to the re- 


| mark of the Senator from Georgia in regard to the 
Now, I should be*in favor of establishing an || 


character of the information in these reports. He 
| states that the Commissioner is not competent, 


| either practically or theoretically, to make a valu- 
able report on agricultural subjects. I would re- 


| mind the Senator that, as seen by referring to the 


work itself, it does not consist of information com- 
municated by or of any speculations entered into 
by the Commissioner of Patents himself, but of 


| farmers and planters who have bee 


some one hundred thousand persons, one thou- || 


| man of the committee inform the Senate w 
| there has been any other document heretofor 
lished which has been bound and which contained 


| te “oo | of the Patent Office report. 
lish it to gratify the wishes of the country, or of | 


The reports of | 


Without the || 
| the information it conveys; and that is not the sta- 
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fit of 
Patent Office report, and, through its distribution 


of the American people generally. It is from thi 
class of people that we get the most applications 
for these documents. They believe it to be the 


most valuable document printed by Congress, and 
’ 


indeed, the only one from which the agriculturist 


| derives any useful information. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Will the chair. 


hether 
e pub. 


plates? for therein f think is the solution of the 
great demand for this document. 

Mr. BORLAND. I am not aware what has 
been the fact as to years past. I think we have, 


_ however, printed documents containing plates—one 


I recollect, in relation to sugar, was deemed of great 
value. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. That was a part 


Mr. BORLAND. It was published, | believe, 


/ under the coast survey, although it contained jn. 


ency. This wish arises out of the desire that |! formation of great value to the agricultural inter. 


| ests, 


I think also there have been various geo. 
logical reports printed which contained plates, and 
very interesting ones too. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I desire to 
ask another question, whether those reports were 


| not in demand the instant they were published; 


and whether, as the Senator will bear witness, the 


| number of copies were not insufficient to meet the 
| demand ? 


Mr. BORLAND. This arose from the small 
number printed. 

Mr. DAVIS. Of Frémont’s report there was a 
very large number. 


Mr. BORLAND. It referred to a subject of 


| general interest. So with the Patent Office report, 


and hence the general demand for it. Every man 
in the United States is interested in the agriculture 
of the United States, and heseeks statistical inform- 
ation on the subject, whereas geological informa- 


| tion generally is in comparatively limited demand, 


Mr. BERRIEN. I would not trespass on the 


attention of the Senate with observations on a 
| question of this sort, but having the misfortune to 


disagree with my colleague in the views he has 
intimated, and being under a strong conviction that 
I do but fulfill the wishes of the people of the State 
we jointly represent, in advocating the printing and 
circulation of this report, | depart from that course 
on this occasion. Sir, I can bear testimony, from 
years of experience, to the fact, that there is no 


| other document published by the authority of Con- 

the expense of publishing the report of last year. || 

| The agricultural portion of the Patent Office re- || 
port of last year contained a little more than eight || 
hundred pages, and it cost forty-two cents a vol- 


ress that is in such demand in the State in which 
live as this particular document, and [ must say 
that there is too much intelligence in the people of 
my State to make that demand originate either in 
plates or binding. The demand for the perusal of 
that document arises frog the value they attach to 


tistics of agriculture, as it has been ex pressed—the 
results of agricultural labor—but the processes by 
which those results are produced. ‘his book con- 
tains a collection of information upon various agri- 


| cultural subjects in regard to the processes by 


which agriculture may be mest advantageously 
conducted, and it is this information, and not the 
amount of this or that product, which, generaily 
speaking, constitute the statistica of agriculture. 
And that information it is not necessary that the 
head of the Patent Office should be either a farmer 
or a practical agriculturist to communicate. He is 
but the medium through which these various re- 
ports communicated to the Patent Office are again 
circulated throughout the Union. And I believe! 
can say for myself, and from the testimony of 
others, that much practical benefit has been de- 
rived from the perusal of these volumes, and that 
they were equally in demand when formerly put 
up without binding, without plates, and in a man- 
ner not creditable tote American Congress. My 
coll e speaks of the number printed, one hun- 


| statistics furnished to him, in response to circulars || dred and thirty thousand, and on that point the 


| issued by him, by the most intelligent farmers and 
| planters of the whole country. Even in my State, 
| one of the most distant from the seat of Govern- 

ment and one of the newest, and where agriculture 
has perhaps made as little progress as in any other 
| State, | know of a number of the most intelligent 


argument is made to contradict itself. We are 
told of the vast expense which is to result fiom 
the publication of a hundred and thirty thousand 
copies, and then, in the next case, that the repre- 
sentative portion assigned to each Senator for ‘lis- 
tribution is vastly inadequate to the demand made 
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forthem. The fact is, that we are about pursuing Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat:) Reached the same |! philosopher and philanthrophist of the strong Ab- 
he course which we have done heretofore. The || elevation. | alition stripe. e closes his introduction to this 
: opposition here is to print thiety thousand copies, || Mr. BERRIEN. I should have arrived at the || report with this extract: 

an we have no right to look to what the House has 1 same conclusion to which he has. [ beg to say to || “ The value of the suggestions herein contained, to in- 
done onthe subject; but, if we are, | deduce from it || the Senator from Mississippi that for forty years || ine — Se ovareateneted 3 white 
ihe strongest argument in favor of printing. The || I have been a cultivator, and that I have been in £ is betieved that the rats t these Sanminctre Gf ane. 


: : i tse . . kind are destined soon to be largely recruited from those of 
House are the immediate representatives of the || the habit of looking into the process of cultivation, | the engineers, machinists, mechanics, &e., &e., whom this 
ople of the United States; are supposed to ex- 


i and of conversing with intelligent planters of my |) work will Gre with a noble ambition to tread the path tw 
ess the wish of the people, and to be better || State on the subject. I profess, then, not to ex- || Scien kcaraomen Fe te eb aetireed mar ore 
inurmed in relation to their sentiments, coming as |, press an opinion, but to be delivering testimony || text-book of labor, sigually calculated to incite all to lives 
they do more immediately from them; and the || before the Senate, when I say, and repeat, that || of active beneficence and lolly achievement, this treatise 
yoie they have given for the printing of a hundred || this book receives the approbation of the entire || — conenes — to the seen se hearts = 
thousand copies is a very distinct expression of || body of planters of the State of Georgia. I say || housands, aw aking @ generous ambition aad & just selt- 


. . ed : . | reliance in many breasts hitherto responsive to no higher 
what they believe to be the wish of the people on | that [ am delivering testimony, and not expressing | Suunmons than that of sensual appetite, or sordid interest, 
the subject. It is said that five hundred copies || an opinion; for I have conversed with them, and |) or sluggishly bewailing their limited opportunities, and the 
are to be given to each Senator, and my colleague || corresponded with them, in relation to this work. | —— eas ae Sa a cea tieaatie 
guys, that, to a constituency of a hundred thou- |) did no more when I rose before, having the mis- |) oo mended to the sennaat eer puladaiaeaie: wuate aaiy 
sud, to whom they are to be appropriated, it will || fortaue to differ with my colleague, than to express || of the young. May its diffusion be commensurate with its 
be a very inadequate supply. Why, the same } what I believe to be the feelings and wishes of the || merits.” By tks 

argument would apply equally as an objection || people of my own State, and my personal convic- || It is intended, it will be seen, for the benefit of 
ggainst the printing of any document whatever || tions, after forty years’ experience. | the young, and in aid of certain philanthropical 
yder the authority of Congress. We can never || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 inferred, from | schemes to which Mr. Greeley and his associates 
rint in sufficient qyantities to give one to each in- | the high elevation which the gentleman had || have been devoting themselves for some years past, 
dividual, though 1 might be more important with 1 reached in the profession of the law, and from the | much to the edification of the country, but some- 
aview to the diffusion of certain political docu- || maxim of Lord Coke, that the law was a jealous || what to the embroilment of the social harmony of 
ments than this. A copy of this report read by || mistress and allowed none to share her favor, that || the land. The very fact that Mr. Greeley was 
an intelligent farmer, and imparting to him inform- || the gentleman was not a practical farmer at the || employed to write the introduction is sufficient to 
ation upon the subject of some agricultural pro- same time that he was so distinguished in the diffi- || damn the work with me, and render it utterly 
cess, even if read by him alone, if the information || cult and abstruse science of the law. But I will, |! worthless in my consideration. Muchas I dislike 
was avatled of, and conduced to a practical result, | without expressing my own opinions further, say | to troub e the Senate, | will read an extract or two 
exerts a beneficial result within the circle in which || that if the planters of Georgia come to Congress || to prove that my comments are not too harsh or 
the man lives. It is not, therefore, merely the || to learn how to cultivate their lands; if this Gov- || undeserved. 

man who reads who is benefited by it, but the || ernment is to become the agricultural instructor of || Mr. BORLAND. One word of explanation, if 
whole of the immediate country, by seeing the || the people, then, as | have heard it was remarked || the Senator will permit me, may save him that 
practical beneficial results to which the information || by one who was honored when living, and is still || trouble. His comments, so far as they apply to 
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report prepared by the clerk in the Commissioner’s 

: specifying his name. If, upon examina- 
ion, they find out that the clerk was permitted to 
; 0 a course in preparing this matter for publi- 


cal 
¥ dent of the whole department; the clerk is a 


mere subordinate. Is any one prepared to assert 
that the Commissioner of Patents devolved this 


duty upon the clerk without eXercising that super- | 


jntendent vilgilance over him which is required 


| 


jon at our hands, not heretofore customary, let | 
them pursue this course. But they do not know | 
This Commissioner of Patents is the superin- | 


ofhim? Ifso, he has not done his whole duty; | 


be has neglected to perform his duty, which is, to 


exercise a Superintendent discretion over all the | 
janors of his office; to give his mind, his best | 
qculties to the whole subject of the report, so that | 


eery part of the report may be prepared in a | 


practical Manner, as the reports of the Commis- | 


sioners of Patents have been heretofore. Burt, sir, 


ijhe surrendered this part of his duty entirely to | 


the clerk, he is unfit for the office, and the sooner 
he is expelled from ‘it the better. 
jn his own hands this part of the task as well as 


the first part, and performed this duty as unskill- || 


If he retained || mote the progress of science and of useful erts;”’ 


fully, as fancifally, as unpractically, as ridicu- | 
jously as the first part, then it is most clear that | 


the whole report is not only valueless, but that we | 


will more or less take from the dignity of the 
nation by giving our official sanction to it in the 
manner proposed. I do not care what position 
entlemen assume; whether this is the production 


ofthe clerk or of the Commissioner of Patents, | 
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should not be exercised, would be treated as a | discharging the duties properly and legitimately 
breach of order. | do not know whether that day | belonging to his office, connected with patents and 


has yetarrived, but I fear that an objection taken 
to the exercise of this power by the absence of 
constitutional right, if he who suggests it is not 


ca'led to order for making the suggestion, will have | 


very little support. 
to this Senate, what right have we either to author- 


Now, sir, | humbly submit | 


} 
} 


| 


ize the compilation of this book, or to sanction it | 


Consutution, and trite though it be, the sentence 
is short, and I beg leave to read it to the Senate. 
This book emanates from the Patent Office. By 
what authority did we create this Patent Office? 
By the autnority of the Constitution. 


after it is compiled? Sir, | have referred to the | 


} 


| 


I read the | 


clause as follows: ‘*Congress shall have power to | 


‘promote the progress of science and useful 
‘arts.”” How? “ By securing, for « limited time, 


‘ their respective writings and discoveries.’’ And | 


/granted. ‘Congress shall have power to pro- 


| but in a manner strictly circumscrived—that is, 
** by securing, for a limited time, to authors and 
inventors the exclusive right to their respective 
writings and discovertes.’” Now, sir, what is 
proposed? 


What has been done over and over | 


that is the whole extent of the power that is | 


i 
| 
i 
| 


! 


|| again, to promote, it is said, the progress of science | 
and the useful arts, is to sanction a usurped au- | 


unless they are prepared tq say that they have | 
gone into a full examination@#f the matter, and as- | 


certained that the report is valuable enough to be 
rinted, 

A friend has placed in my hand a memorandum 
upon this subject, which states what is the con- 
cufrent opinion of all the practical men with whom 
]have conversed upon this subject. I[ will read 
the fucts which it contains. 
full of blunders. It contains learned treatises, 
with plates of mushrooms and fungi, a very 
curious history of the humble bee, and a map of 
statistics from the newspapers of the country. It 
will cost $1 50 a copy to print it. The one 
hundred and eighty thousand copies ordered by 
the House will cost $150,000; the thirty thousand 
copies ordered by the Senate $45,000; «making in 


all $195,000. The writer of this memorandum || 
also says, ** | have examined the book and believe || anybody else. 
itto be a mass of trash; the substance of it has | 


itis speculative and | 


j 
} 
j 
| 
| 


| 


} 


| 
| Mr. ‘TURNEY. 


thority, on the part of this Patent officer, in these 


compilations of Heaven knows what, and then to | 


money. Gentlemen have said it is time to stop 
this abuse, and to go into retorms. 
reform—none whatever. 
| be a restriction on the abuse of powers that are 


diffuse them by an appropriation of the public | 


| granted, or an exemption from the exercise of | 


them. It is no reform to refuse to exercise a 
powerthat is not only not granted, but that is 
strictly prohibited by the very terms of the grant 
referred to. | do not know if the yeas and nays 
have been ordered on the amendment; if not, | 
| call for them now. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

[ intend to vote against the 
, amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Davis,}] and for the report of the commitiee. | 
shall not be misled by the arguments of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi [Mr. Foote} in relation to 
the Commissioner of Patents, Mr. Greeley, or 
1 understand that this document 
consists of information acquired by a clerk in the 


} 
} 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


been printed over and over again.”» No doubt of |; Patent Oifice, who is assigned to discharge that 


it, and yet it is urged at the present time by gen- 


| duty, by sending circulars requesting information 


tlemen who do not profess to know anything of || to the various portions of the United States. In- 


the value of the book, but would indulge a pre- 
sumption in favor of the merits of the book, al- 
though all the facts show the reverse. The book 
is utterly valueless. For one, sir, | cannot sustain 
the motion of my friends, although gentlemen 
with whom I should be delighted to vote, if they 
were prepared to give me the information f desire. 

{am unwilling to vote upon any presumption, 
and especially on one, based in part, at least, upon 
te authority of one Horace Gre ley, chief of social- 
ism in the city of New York. I tell my friends that 
they will find themselves, after a while, a good 
deal surprised and mortified, when they see in the 
remainder of this book the principles of socialism 
advocated by Hovace Greeley, successfully pre- 
pared for publication and diffusion through this 
Government, in the second part of the report of 
the Commissioner of Patents. I do not say that 
such will be the fact, but it is just the sort of 
thing L should be prepared to see emanate from 
this Commissioner of-Patents. Mr. Greeley, and 
his whole system of greelyism, abolitionism, and 
fanaticism generally, | hold in the utmost contempt. 
I will not touch, taste, or handle the unclean thing 
many shape or form. The name of Greeley and 
of other kindred spirits, is sufficient to send a 
thrill of horror through my veins; it creates in m 
mind feelings of distrust; and | feel bound, as a 
practical honest man, and as a patriot, to yield to 
those feelings. 

Mr.MASON. Mr. President, one of the most 
Sagacious statesmen that Virginia ever sent to the 
national legislature, the late John Randolph, de- 
clared some twenty years ago that such was his 
judgment of the downward tendency of things in 
the Federal Government, that the day would 
speedily arrive when a reference to the Constitution 
of the United States, as a reason why a power 





| 


| formation has been thus acquired for years past, 


says that the present Commissioner of Patents 
ought to be removed from office if he has confided 
| the performance of this duty ina clerk. 
| sir, that argument and that sentence would have 


| office, and would be ample justification for the re- 
moval of Mr. Burke. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend from Tennessee 
bear with me fora moment? I know he does not 
mean to misrepresent me. I endeavored to say, 
| as plainly as | could, that if the Commissioner of 
; Patents has failed to exercise a superintending dis- 
cretion, and had confided it exclusively to the 

clerk or to any subordinate, without exercising 
himself a superintending vigilance over his labors, 
| he had faiied to perform his duty, and ought to be 
| expelled from the office on that account, because 
it is his duty to attend to all the business of the 


department, and to perform the more dignified 
portion of that duty himself. That is ail | intend- 
ed to say. Now, if it can be shown that the late 
Commussioner of Patents ever confided that por- 
tion of the work now under consideration exclu- 
sively to a clerk, and did not employ that discrim- 
inating judgment for which he is so remarkable 
in the preparation of this matter for publication, 
then I say that he was properly ejected from an 
| office which | always thought before he so much 
| adorned that the Government could not but lose 
| honor by his ejection. 

Mr. TURNEY. I do not think that either the 
present or the late Commissioner of Patents could 
have much time to louk over, revise, or cull this 
information acquired by the clerk in reply to the 
circulars sent out, Sir, his duues are onerous. 
He bas as much as he can possibly perform in 








} 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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it 


| 





| and yet the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. koore]} |! 


Why, | 


removed the late Commissioner of Patents from | 


| 


| 


| 





|| of our Clerk. 


| 





‘to autho s and inventors, the exclusive right to. | 


|| Mr. FOOTE. 


applicauens for parents, throughout the Unied 
States, without turning bis attention or devoung 
any large portion of his time to the collection of 
agricultural staustics. I take it, then, that neither 
the late nor the present Commissioner had much to 
do with the preparation of this part of the report, 
and in my judgment, this clerk would be a more 
competent and better judge in relation to agricul- 
tural matters, than either the late or the present 
| Commissioner of Patents; and | would sooner 
| rely upoo-a written argument upon agriculiural 
subjects from that clerk than from euher of these 
gentiemen, for he has been selected with a view 
to the dures which he has to perform. I, sir, it 
is wrong to print this portion of the document, it 
was wrong to print the first. When that gortion 
of the report was under consideration, | opposed 
the printing of so large a number. | was in favor 
then of only printing the usual number, and I 
| made a speech against it. I wish that upon that 
| occasion I could have had the assistance of the 
| Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Foore.} 
| Mr. FOOVE. I was absent from my seat. 
Mr. TURNEY. No, sir, the Senator was 
| present, but | then stood solitary and alone f 
had no help, no assistance, and being solitary and 
alone, at the instance of trends around me, | with- 
drew my objection, and allowed the motion to 
print an extra number of that portion of the report 
to pass, although | believed that a large surplus 
number of that portion of the document would be 


|, useless and worthless to the great masses of the 
I say it is no | 
1 understand a reform to | 


people. 
For these reasons, sir, and without alluding to 
| Mr. Greeley and his abolitionism, or to the pres- 
ent Commissioner of Patenis, and inquiring into 
| his Opimons upon that subject, but believing that 


| this document is wholly disconnected from him, 


, and consists of information which will be accept- 
| able and useful to the farmers throughout the 
| Union, i shall vote for the prinung of extra copies 
| of this report. I believe that the report is just as 
proper and useful as the one printed during the 
| last session of Congress, only not ao long. 

1 merely rise to say that I have 
| no recollection of the occasion to which the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee alludes. 1 had, however, 
| reason to believe at that time that the report was 
; more valuable than it turns out to be; but at that 
| time I had had no opportunity of reading it. I feel 
| the comphment which the remark of my friend 
| from Tennessee implies, when he wishes he had 
| had my aid in opposing the printing of extra 
| copies of the first part of the report. It implies 
| that he supposes | could have aided him; but if 
my friend will recollect my well-known aversion 
| to speaking here except upon those questions 
| which I have examined, it seems to me he will 
not be at all surprised at my not taking part in 
the discussion, as | had not then examined the 
subject, and did not thoroughly understand it, 

| My honorable friend is mistaken in regard to 
| this document. He supposes that the clerk was 
| allowed to prepare the whole of this matter for 
| us, and that the Commissioner of Patents is really 
| not at all responsible for his production; and 
| therefore, that, if valuable, the Commissioner of 
| Patents ia entuled to no credit. | will inform 
| him that | saw this Commissioner of Patenw do 
| what I never saw one do before, and | doubt very 
| much if the same performance will ever be practiced 
; again. He brought down this document which 1 
| hold in my hand himself, and stood by it as a sort 
| of sentinel or defender of it against any attacks 
| on its integrity, hour by hour, waiting until his 
| report could be admitted into the Senate, received, 
and laid upon our table for consideration. Now, 
what did all that mean? It shows that he attaches 
| especial value to that report; that he imagined it 
| was the product of his own intellect and labor, that 


|| he looked upon it as the fruit of bis own toil; that 


| he attached great and special valuetoit. Helooked 
| upon it as so valuable a document that he was 
| unwilling to let it out of his sight. He guarded it 
| all the way from the Patent Office here, and did 
not surrender it to anybody except into the hands 
It shows plainly, therefore, that 
| this is not — the production of a clerk, in 
a 


which he had no hand. li so, I think he would 
ave remained in his office and permitted his mes- 
| senger to come here with this clerical document, 
without his active interposition in the mauer. No 
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doubt the Commissioner of Patents will be deeply 
mortified at the honorable gentleman’s supposing | 


that he haw left thw portion of the work to the 
clerk, without bringing his superintending wer 
invo action, and exercising bis faculties to 
extent in preparing this report for publication. 

Mr. BORLAN 1 am sorry to trouble the 
Senate any further with this sulject, but, as the 


introducer of the report, | desire to say a few || 


words, Ido not think the Senator from Missis- 
sip (Mr. Foore} has quite done justice to the 
fi'st portion of the report. He haa taken up and 
commented on only a very limited re of it, 
containing some speculative views o 

sioner of Patents. 


misswmnerof Patents. The report, however, which 
it is now proposed to print, is, as has been stated, 
in & great mensure, the production of a clerk, and 


consists chiefly of information upon agricultural | 


subjects, furnished to the Patent Office by intelli 
gent farmers of the country. On the organization 
of the Patent Office, there was a clerk appointed, 
whose business it was to send out circulars, to 
which responsés are received from various parts 
of the country, and then compile the information 
thus received and put it ina proper form for pub- 
lication. The same clerk now employed in this 
duty has been engaged in it for a number of years, 
and has a good dealof knowledge upon these sub- 
jects, and has had » good deal of experience in the 
particular branch committed to his care. Whether 
the Commissioner has put any speculative views 
into this portion of the werk | cannot say, be- 
cause | have not exantined into it. It would have 
been wholly impossible for any member of the 
committee to have looked over the whole of this 
large document, which will make over six hundred 
pages when printed, especially when the Committee 
on Printing is expected to report so speedily. 
But, even should there be some speculative theo- 
ries introduced into the report, it doubtless con- 
tains a vast amount of eseful information, and I 
have confidence enough in the intelligence, virtue, 


and patriotism of the farmers and planters of the | 


United States to have no fear of their being in- 
jured or misled by anything of the sort. 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not desire to make a 
speech, but merely a statement. The Commis- 
sioner of Patents was of course selected on ac- 
count of his knowledge of mechanics. The gen. 
tleman who has been alluded to as a clerk in that 
department is one of the most competent men upon 
thissubjectin America. He is the editor of an agri- 
cultura! paper published at the South, although he 
isoblyed by his office to reside here. And as to the 
eharacier of the work, it is probably better than it 
would be if written by the chief of the Patent Office. 
I make this statement merely to justify the course 
pursued. [tis not to be expected that a man con- 
versant with mechanics should bea practical farmer 
or planter, and he is necessarily compelled to seek 
the aid of those who have a better knowledge ot 
agriculture than he has, and he has certainly se- 
lected a very competent person to aid him. 

The question was then taken on the »mendment 
offered by Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, which was 
rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers, Atchison, Benton, Bright, Butler, Clem- 
ens, Davis of Missie-ippi, Dawson, Elawre, Foote, Hun- 
ter. King, Mason, Whitcoub, and Yulee—14. 

NAY S—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien. Borland, Brad- 
burs, Cass, ¢ hase, Clarke, Clay, Comper, Corwin, Dickinson, 
Dodze of Wisconsin. Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downe, 
fetch, Greene, Hale, Houston, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Mor- 
ton, Norris, Pearce, Phelps. Prat, Rusk, Seward, Smith, 
Bou é, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, aud Watke:—J6. 


The report of the committee was then agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to farnich to the Senate copies ot all correspondence 
between any of the Executive Departments and General 
Persiter FP. Stuith and Brigadier General B. Riley, or either 
ofthem, which has not been heretofore communi, ated tothe 
Senate. 

Ressiced, furt/ er, That the President be requested to fur- 
nish te the Senate all the informanoy existing in any of the 
Execuhve Departments respecting the transactions of the 
Convention in Cahfornia, by which the project ofa State gov- 
ernment wae prepared, and particularly a copy ot the jour- 
nal of said Conver tron, and of such of the ordinances adopted 


hy it ws may in any way have been communicated to any of 


the sad department. 
Resotred, furt/ er, That the President of the United States 
be reqaested to inform the Benaw if the surrender of Gen- 


the Coramis- || 
1 am not aware that there is || 
any responsibility on me, nor do | intend to defend | 
or justify any of the speculative views of the Com- | 























eral Riley, to the jurisdiction and civil authority of the gov- 


ernment made by the aforesaid convention, was by order of 


| the Executive of the United States ; and, if not, whether the 
| proclamation of General Riley, recognizing the said State 


government, and submitting to its jurisdicuun, has received 


e full | ihe sanction of the Executive. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. ATCHISON gave notice that he would on 


A bill for the rehef of the heirs of Nicholas 
Lanchance and others. 


A bill for the paymentof a debt due to the heirs | 


of Antoine Peltoine. 
BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 


| viz: the bill to establish a board of accounts. 


This bill was brought in on notice by Mr. Hun- 
TER, on the 23d of January, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance; it was re- 
ported back on the 28th February with several 
amendments, which were the pending question. 


Mr. HUNTER, in a speeeh of near an hour’s 


duration, explained the objects and advantages of | 


the bill. [See his speech in the Appendix.] 

The amendments submitted by the committee 
were then adopted. 

Mr. BRADBURY then moved to strike out of 
the original bill all after a few lines of the firstsec- 
tion and substitute therefor several sections of his 
bill, which, on his motion, was ordered to be 
printed a few days ago. 

The amendment was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. BRADBURY. It may perhaps be neces- 


sary that | should explain how the bill will stand || 


if the amendment is adopted. 1 will first say, how- 
ever, that | concur in the object which the Senator 
from Virginia has in view. 1 think the establish- 
ment of such a board as is proposed, by which 
the rights of the United States and of the claim- 
ants would both be carefully guarded, would be 
one of the greatest reforms that can be introduced 
in regard to the transaction of a portion of the 
business that comes before Congress. The amend- 
ment provides, first, that an attorney for the Uni- 


|| se inati : ; 
to morrow, or some subsequent day, ask Jeave to secure a careful examination of all claims, j 


| introduce the following bills: 


| mode of ascertaining the facts, and arriy 
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as, by the rules of common law or cha 
suits between individuals, would furnish 
ground for granting a new trial, 

At will be perceived, Mr. President, that the bill 
with the amendments, will very carefully puarg 
the interests of the United State: - 


' ; 3, as well 
of private claimants. The great object ian 


D Order 
se. It jg 
the same 


, , c in 
truth, which is presented in ordinary nee 


tions in the courts of law. The tesumony will 
not be, as is now the case, ex parte. Each sid 
will have the benefit of a cross-examination of the 
witnesses; the Government will be heard ite 
attorney; the witnesses will be known, for th 
bill provides that when testimony is to be taken , 


ncery i 
Sufficient 


to ascertain truly the merits of each ca 
designed to adopt here, to some extent, 


: : 1 
shall be taken as nearly as is convenient to the 
| residence of the witnesses. Afier the case js pre- 


pared and presented for hearing, the board wiij 


| have the advantage, which the committees of Con. 


gress have not, of time for a careful eXamination 


of the facts, and of the principles upon which the 
| claim rests. It is believed that under the provis. 











f | and clear from objection. 
ted States, representing the Government before the || 


ions of this bill, justice will be most readily done 


founded claims will not have that Opportunity to 


| to honest claimants, and that fraudulent and un. 
| 


| escape detection and to pass Congress which the 


| now have. It will be perceived that the bill does 
not propose to make the action of the board final, 
It provides that they shall report to Congress, 


| 1 think that this is as far as it would be wise 


|| Hons to submitting@p the discretion of any board 


the allowance of claims of the magnitude likely to 
come before them. The board, | apprehend, wil 
| prove a great saving of the time and labor of Con- 
gress, and be of essential service, although their 
| decision is not final. Of the numerous cldms 
which arise, it will be found, on a careful investi- 
| gation, that not less than one-third of them are 
utterly groundless, and the report and examina- 


| 
to go in the first instance; as there might be objec- 
| 
j 
| 


|| tion of such a board would put an end to that class 


of claims. Another class, perhaps equally numer- 
ous, will be found upon examination to be just 
It is not an unusual 
thing to find a claim that has received the exam- 


board, shall be appointed by the Prestdent, by and || ination of committees of both Houses of Congress, 


with the advice and consent of the Senate. It || who have 
makes it the duty of the attorney to prepare all || 


cases on the part of the Government fer hearing 
before the board, and toargue them when prepared. 
To cause testimony to be taken when necessary to 
secure the interests of the United States. It also 


authorizes the board to appoint commissioners to | 


take testimony to be used in the investigation of 
claims that may come before it. It provides that 
in taking testimony to be used in support of any 
claim before said commissioners, opportunity shall 
be given to the United States to file interrogatories, 
or by attorney to examine the witnesses. It fur- 
ther provides that it shall not be lawful for any 


member of Congress, nor any person holding any | 


office under the United States, or in the employ of 


any of the departments of the Government, to be | 


retained or employed as agent, attorney, or solicit- 
or in the prosecution of any claims against the 
United States. 

It contains the further provision, that no com- 
munication, oral or in writing, touching any claim 


| before the board, shall be made to any member 
| thereof unless in open court. 


It provides, also, 
that the board shall, at the commencement of each 


session of Congress, and at the commencement of 


each month during the session, report to Congress 
the facts found by them in regard to each of the 
several claims referred to and acted upon by them, 
with their opinion in relation to the same; and it is 
made their duty to prepare a bill or bills in those 





} 








unanimously and repeatedly agreed 
upon its equity and justice, fail in its passage for 
want of ime. I recollect, when a member of the 


| Committee of Claims, finding cases in which there 


| had been six, seven, or eight favorable reporis, 
and to which there was no objection, repeatedly 
passing one House and being lost for this reason 
in the other. This class of claims also will, by aid 
of the board, be easily disposed of. So that the 
labor of Congress will be mainly confined to the 
| claims remaining, not embraced in either of those 





| classes, where the principles are not so clearly es- 


| tablished, and which will require the exercise ofa 
| sound discretion on the part of Congress. 
| tis time, Mr. President, nay, it is necessary, 
| that something should ‘be done. It is impossible 
| that Congress can undertake the investigation of 
with any hope of doing justice to the Government 
| or toclaimants. The committees to whom they 
are referred, even if they devoted their entire ume 
to the investigation in the committee rooms, would 
find themselves unable to wade through the mass 
of testimony pesented to them, and arrive at a 
result satisfactory even to themselves. The testi- 
mony is wholly ex parle; the witnesses are un- 
| known, and frequently their statements are in the 


1} . . . 
the numerous claims that are coming before it, 
| 


|| handwriting of the attorney who prosecutes the 
| claim. The committees having but little time to 


| devote to these investigations, in consequence of 
| the pressure of other duties, have, if possible, less 


cases which shall have received the favorable de- || inducements, for they perceive that after they shall 


cision of the board. Another provision I will 
notice is, that the reports of the board, and the 


bills reported by them, shall, if not finally acted || 


upon during the session of Congress to which the 
reports are made, be continued from session to 
session, and from Congress to Congress, until the 
same shall be finally acted upon. When claims 
have been reported upon adversely, they shall be 
placed upon the calendar, and if the decision of 
the board shall be confirmed by Congress, that 


decision shall be conclusive; and the board shall | 


not at any subsequent period consider such claims, 
unless such reasons siiall be presented to the beard 


| have examined the cases and reported thereon, 


Congress will be unable to take up and act upon 


one-third of the reported bills. It is due to pri- 


|| vate claimants whose claims are just, and due to 
| 
| 


the Government, that the Treasury may be guard- 
ed against uofounded claims, that some beter 
method than now exists should be provided for 
their investigation. 1 can conceive of nothing that 


promises better than the board proposed in the bill 

of the honorable Senator from Virginia, as pro- 

posed to be amended, and | therefore hope it will 
meet with early and favorable consideration. 

I wish to say, that at the last session of Con, 
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il a bill similar in character to that which will 
je presented by this bill, when amended in the | 

aie | propose, was under consideration in the | 
sous of Representatives, and that it failed by a 
nail majority. Carefully watching the objections 
sade to that bill, I endeavored to obviate them by 
visions which I incorporated in a new bill, and 
Frered to the Senate near the close of the session. 
There was not time to act uponit. IT have now 
resented most of these provisions in my amend- 
ment, and I have great confidence that, if the bill 
shall receive the favorable action of the Senate, it 
i, so carefully guarded that it will be likely to | 
commend itself to the other House, and ultimately 
become & law. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the bill as | 
ymended was ordered to be printed. 

The further consideration was then, by unani- 
mous consent, informally passed over, and the 
Senate adjourned. 
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| 


| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuespay, May 7, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
BUNDLECUND, &c. 

The SPEAKER announced the following mem- 
bers a8 composing the select committee, yesterday | 
ordered to be appointed, under the resolution of 
Mr. STANLY: 

Mr. STANLY O 
Alabama, Mr. Scnence of Ohio, Mr. Stanton of 
Tennessee, Mr. Haymonp of Virginia, Mr. His- 
sarp of New Hampshire, Mr. Brices of New | 
York, Mr. Frrew of Indiana, and Mr. Witiiams 
of Tennessee. ; 

RHODE ISLAND. 


Mr. KING, of Rhode Island, asked the unani- | 
mous consent of the House to introduce at this | 
time certain joint resolutions of the State of Rhode 
Jsiand, the purport of which was not stated. Mr. 
K. explained that his object was, that the resolu- 
tions might be laid upon the table, and printed. . 

Mr. CONGER objected; so long, he said, as 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York remained in abeyance. 

So the resolutions were not received. 

g MINNESOTA. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce at this time the following | 
resolution, which was read for information: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into tee expediency of making provision by law 
to authorize the Legislative Assembly of Minnesota Terri- 
tory to prolong its next annu | session to a period of ninety 
days; said committee to report by bil or otherwise. 


The resolution having been read— 

Objection was made. 4 

So the resolution was not received. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. DISNEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution which, he 
said, he would send to the Chair. — 

The resolution was read fur information, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the special committee raised upon the 
motion of Mr. Rrcuarpson,of Illinois, to inquire into mat- | 
ters connected with the official conduct of the Secretary of | 
the Interior, be directed to inquire whether, in cases where 
the appropriation of money has not been exhausted, but at | 
the expiration of the ‘wo years provided tor, the unex- 
pended balance has, in conformity with the provisions of | 
the law, been transferred by the last Administration to the | 

yeral treasury, such accounts have not been reopened | 


f North Carolina, Mr. Ince of | 





So 





} 
| 


y the present Adiministration or some of the departments, || 


and the money withdrawn frou the general fund and re- 
appropriated without authority of law. 


The resolution having been réad— 

Mr. VINTON said, that the adoption of the res- 
olution would lead to interminable inquiry. The 
committee had already got enouch to do. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Vinton.) Does the 
gentleman o ? 

Mr. Vi N. Ido object. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to say-that I am pretty 
well advised that the subject-matter of this inquiry 


is true. My colleague can consider as to the pro- 


' this investigation, and can, if he 
thinks proper, take the responsibility of doing so. 
Mr. VINTON. Let Sram ame propose to 

i 


raise a distinct committee o 
subject. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and arrested further 
conversation. 

So the resolution was not received. 


priety of opposin 


} 
| 


| 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


SENATE BILLS. 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked that the House 
would, by unanimous consent, take up at this ime 
erd dispose of, such bills from the Senate on the 
Speaker’s table, as would not give rise to debate, 
in order that they might be read a first and second 
time, and be referred to the appropriate committees. 
There was, Mr. McC. suid, quite an accumulation 
of Senate bills on the Speaker's table. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

So the motion was not entertained. 

The regular order of business was called for. 


NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
| ness of the morning hour to be the joint resolution 
| heretofore reported by the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, (Mr. Buet,]} from the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs, in relation to the free navigation of the 
river St. Lawrence. . 

A motion had begn made that the said joint res- 
olution be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and that it be printed, 
together with the report of the minority of the 
committee. Upon this motion the previous ques- 
tion had been demanded. Pending which question 
the House had passed to the consideration of the 
special order of the day. And the question now 
recurred on seconding the demand for the previous 
questiun. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered, and having 
been taken, the joint resolution, &c., were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the regular 
order of business was the call of the committees 
for reports. 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 


Mr. BAKER asked that the rules of the House 
might be suspended for the purpose of taking up, 
with a view to its reference, a bill from the Sen- 
ate. The House would bear him witness that he 
| had not heretofore troubled it with motions to sus- 
pend the rules, or requests to take up business out 
of the regular order. 

Mr. Baker was called upon to specify the bill 
which he desired to take up. 
| The SPEAKER said the bill could only be 
| taken up by unanimous consent. A motion to 
| suspend the rules was not in order. 
| Mr. BAKER was understood to say, that the 
| bill was a bill making a grant of land for the Iili- 





nois Central Railroad. 
Objection was made. 
So the bill was not taken up. 


THE CENSUS BILL. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 

| Tuompson, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to provide for 
the taking of the seventh census. 

The pending question was on the amendments 
heretofore offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Vinton. ] 

Mr. VINTON said, that one of the amendments 
| which he had sent to the Clerk’s table last evening, 
| proposed to make provision for the taking of a new 
census. The other amendment established the 
permanent organization of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. He would, for the present, withdraw 
the last-mentioned proposition, until the first 
should have been acted upon, when he would 
again offer it. 

So the second amendment was withdrawn. 


| 


ment of Mr. Vinton; which wes read, as follows: 


Be it §c., That this act shall continue in force 
until altered or repealed ; and if no other law be passed pro 


viding for the taking of any subsequent census of the United 


enumeration of the inhabitants thereof is required to be 


i} 


pleted according to the provisions of this act. 


Mr. VINTON said, the Constitution enjoined 
apportionment of the Representatives among 


t 
it 
| 
it 
i 


‘| an 


nvestigation upon the | the several States, according to their respective | 


| federal numbers; and for this pu 
ation of the inhabitants of the 


{ 


i 


, an enumer- 
nited States is 
directed to be taken every ten years. The framers 
of the Constitution foresaw that great relative as 





| 


The question then recurred on the first amend- | 


States, on or before the first day of January of any year | 
when, by the Constitution of the United States, any future 


taken, such census shall, in all things, be taken and com- | 


well as positive changes in the population of thé 
United States would take place. If an equa! za- 
tion of Representatives had been left to the dis- 
cretion of Congress, those Srates and sections of 
the country which, in consequence of such rela- 
tive change of population, might possess an undue 
share of the legislative power, would have been 
strongly tempted to hold on upon it; while those 
States and sections whose population hed in- 
creased, would have violently clamored for a cor- 
respording increase in the number of their Repre- 
sentatives. ‘Io provide effectually against this 
state of things, an enumeration of the population 
of the country every ten years is positively en- 
joined, and is to be made in such manner as Cun- 
gress shall by law direct. As the apportionment 
of Representatives among the States must be made 
every ten years to conform to their respective 
populations, and cannot be dispensed with, the 
law which directs the taking of the census is, in 
its nature and object, an organic law; and being 
of that character, it can hardly be imagined that 
the framers of the Constitution did nat contem- 
plate the enactment of some permanent law, nut+ 
ting the observance of this injunction on a certain 
and sound footing, and beyond the reach of an 
omission or other contingency. The wane 
ment now proposed guards agrinst any such con- 
tingency and its consequences, by providing that 
in case Congress shall omit, at any future time, 
to pass a census act before the commencement of 
the year when it is required to be taken, then it 
shall be taken in conformity to this act. It is, in 
a word, a mere precautionary prevision. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked Mr, 
Vinton to withdraw the amendment to enable him 
to say a few words. He (Mr. T.) would renew it, 

Mr. VINTON withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON renewed it. He had done sn, 
he was understood to say, for the purpose of says 
ing, that since the gentleman from Ohio [Mr, 
Vinton] had some time ago indicated his inten- 
tion to offer an amendment of this character, he 
(Mr. T.) had givensomereflectiontoit. ltseemed 
to him to be a provision se obviously proper, that 
he was exceedingly anxious that the committee 
should adopt it. he pledged no future Congress 
to take the census as it was now proposed to take 
it. But Congress might amend the bill in any 
way it might be deemed proper. But if the law 
should not be amended, then the census was to be 
taken under the present bill if it should become a 
law. Inthat way much time would be saved, 
and there would always be ample time for Con- 
gress previous to the first of June, which wus the 
time fixed for taking the census, to make any 
amendments that might te desired. He hoped, 
therefore, that the committee would adopt, with- 
out objection, this part of the gentleman’s amend- 
ments. In regard to the residue of the amend- 
ments which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vin- 
Ton] had offered, he (Mr. T.) should probably 
have some suggestions to make. His principal 
objection to the other portion of the amendments 
would be that it might superinduer 

Mr. JONES interposed to a question of order. 
He desired the chairman to state what the ques- 
tion was. ; 

The CHAIR stated it. 

Mr. JONES submitted that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Toompson] was discussing not 
the amendment pending before the committee, but 
a distinct and separate proposition not under con- 
sideration. 

The CHAIR said that the remarks of the gen- 
tieman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tnompson} were 
not relevant to the question before the commit- 


tee. 
_ Mr. THOMPSON said that, as the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] seemed to be so anx- 
ious that order should be preserved, he (Mr. T.) 
would not trespass further. He hoped that the 
gentleman would endeavor to confine himself with- 
in the rules of order as strictly as he applied them 
to others. 
Mr. JONES said he would endeavor to do so. 
Mr. THOMPSON. All I have to say is, that 
I am decidedly anxious that the first amendment 
should be adopted. 
The question was then taken on the first amend- 
ment of Mr. Vinton, ard was decided in the 
| affirmative, without a division. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. VINTON then renewed the second amend- 
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ment, (which he had previously withdrawn,) and 
which was read: 
Ant be it further enacted, That from and after the third 


day of carch, one thousand eight hundred and filty-three, | 
the House of Representatives shall be compo ed of two | 


hundred members, to be apportioned among the several 
States in the manner directed in the next section of this 
act. 

“ind he tt further enacted, That eo soon as the next and 
each -uhsequent cuumeration of the inhabitants of the sev- 
eral States, directed ny the Constitution of the United States 
to be taken, shall be completed aud returned to the offi e of 
the Department of the Interior, it shail be the duty of the 
Breretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate represent- 
ative population of the United States by adding to the whole 


nuuiber of free persons in all the States, including those 


bound to service for aterm of years, aud exclading Ludians 
not taxed, three-fifths of all other persous; which aggregate 


population he shall divide by the number two hundred, and | 


the product of such division, rejecting any fraction of an 
unit, anys ch bappen to remain, shall be the ratioor rule 
of apportionmentot representatives anong the several States 
under such enumeration; and the said Secretary of the De- 
pirtment of the Loterior shall then proceed in the same man- 


ner LO ascertain the representative population of each State, | 
and to divide the whole number of the representative popu- | 


lation of each State, by the ratio already determined by him 
as above directed, and the product of this last division shall 
be the number of Representatives apportioned to such State 
under the then last enumeration: Provided, ‘That the lo«s 
in the number of invmbers caused by Ue fractions remain- 
ing in the several States on the division of the population 
thereof, shall be compensated for by assigning to so many 
States having the large-t fractions one additional member 
e.ch for its fracvion, as may be necessary to make the whole 
number of Representatives two handred: And provided also, 
That if, after the apportionment of the Representatives, un- 
der the aextor any subsequent census, a new State or States 
shall be admitted into the Union, the Representative on 
Representatives a-signed to such wew State or States shall 
be im addition to the aumber of Representatives herein above 
limited; which excess of Representat ves over two hundred 


shallonly continue until the next succeeding apportionment | 


of Representatives under the next succeeding census. 
Be it further enceted, That when the Department of the 


Tuterior shall have apportioned the Representatives in the | 


manner above directed amo g the several States, under the 
next or any succeeding enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, he shall, as soon as practicable, make out 
and tranemit, under the seal of his office, to the House of 
Representatives, a certificate of the number of members ap- 
portioned to each State under the then last enumeration; 
and shall like wise make out and transmit without delay to 
the Execentive of each Sate a certificate under his seal of 
office of the number of members apportioned to each State 
uader euch last enumeration. 

Mr. VINTON (in explanation) said he would 
repeat what he had stated the other day on this 
subject, that it could not have been contemplated 
by the framers of the Constitution that the House 
would be left without a permanent organization; 
nor did the reapportionment or new distribution 
of the members among the States, after thé taking 
of a census, create any necessity for a dissolution 
and reorganization of the House, or for a change 
in the number of its members. It was against the 


plainest dictates of prudence, and contrary to ail || 


example, to suffer the organization of the body to 
remain on atemporary footing merely. He be- 
lieved there was no other instance of the sort in 
this sowetags or in those countries where the peo- 
ple enjoyed a share of the legislative power. In 
nearly all, if not in every State of the Union, the 
number of the legislature is fixed by the Consttu- 
tion, and ia not subject to be changed by the ordi- 
nary law-making power. In Great Britain and in 
France, the number is fixed by law, and subject 
to be changed only by a change of the law. That 
which is so obviously proper, and regarded every- 
where else of such dcndennatel importance, surely 
ought not to be leftundone here. The number of 
the House ought to be fixed on a permanent foot- 
ing; and in future, those who may think the num- 
ber too large, or too small, ought to have the 
burden of showing it, and of introducing the 
change, instead of going on longer, as heretofore, 
by permitting the body to be disorganized at every 
peridd of ten years, and take the chance of recon- 
siructing it, under the pressure of an overruling 
necessity, which overrides all considerations of 
policy and expediency. 

The number proposed in the amendment is, in 
my opinion, too large instead of too small; but 
whether the number be two hundred, or any other 
greater or less number within a reasonable limit, 
l regard as avery subordinate consideration to 
that of settling the House on a permanent footing. 

Mr. CROWELL moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out two hundred and inserting 
three hundred 

He said: If you will keep your hammer quiet, 
Mr. Chairman, will full five minutes have elapsed, 
i will briefly state my reasons for offering this 
amendment. I dissent from the views of my col- 
league with great diffidence, knowing as i do that 
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he is a statesman of large experience, and his 
|| opinion is entitled to great weight and is received 
|; with great consideration by this body. Never- 
1 theless, in this particular | am obliged to dissent 
| from those opinions, entitled to much respect as | 
|| know them to be. 

1 When the Constitution was adopted there were 
three and a half millions of people. The number 
|| proposed in that instrun.ent to each member was 
| thirty thousand. At the time it was adopted it 





] 

| provided that the House should consist of sixty- 
|| six and the Senate of twenty-six members. Now 
| it is my opinion, that if Executive mfuence, or 
| any other species of malign influence, should be 
|| sought to be exerted upon a House of Represent- 


jj atives consisting of two hundred members, it 
would be much more apt to succeed than if the 

number were three hundred. It has been one of 
the great bulwarks of popular liberty in England 
that the House of Commons has always consisted 
of a large number of members. The number 
now exceeds six hundred. ft has for many cen- 
turies been a large, a numerous body; and the ar- 
gument for it is to prevent Execuuve influence 
trom being successfully exerted upon them. Mas- 
sachusetts, one of the model States of New Eng- 
land, and of this Republic, with a population now 
less than a million, has in the popular branch of 
her Legislature some four hundred members. 

Mr. FOWLER, (Mr. Crowext yielding for 
explanation.) Our number in the House of Rep- 
resentatives of thes Massachusetts Legislature 
may clear at this ume about three hundred. At 
one time it may have reached seven hundred; but 
|| our @@nstitution has been amended. 
|| Mr. CROWELL, (resuming.) I stand cor- 
rected. 

With a population less than a million, Massa- 
chusetts has, in the popular branch of her Legisla- 
ture three hundred members; in the Senate forty. 
The population of the Briush Islands is something 
less than twenty-eight millions: the number of 
members in the popular branch of their Parlia- 
ment, the House of Commons, is, as | said, some- 
thing over six hundred; in the House of Lords 
something like three or four hundred; and, as | 
said, the argument for this large number in the 
legislative deparument is to prevent the exercise of 
| Executive influence; it is one of the surest pro- 
| lections against it. Lf corruption should ever be 
| attempted to be exercised here upon this branch of 
| Congress, how much easier would it succeed upon 
| two hundred than upon three hundred members. 
ee country extends through many degrees of 
| latitude, some twenty-three, anu from the Atianuc 
| to the Pacific ocean. ‘There are a great variety of 
local interests that require to be represented in the 
| popular branch of the Government. 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN’S hammer fell and abruptly 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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|| The amendment to the amendment was re- 
ected. 

Mr. FOWLER moved to amend the amendment 
by increasing the number to two hundred and 
SIXty. 

He said he was influenced in making this mo- 
tion by the reasons which had been stated by the 
gentleman frow Ohio, [Mr. Crowe xt,} and it was 
unnecessary to repeat them. 

_ Mr. HAYMOND asked a division of the ques- 
| tion. 
| The CHAIRMAN stated that the motion to 


| strike out and insert was indivisible. 


; terminated Mr. C.’s remarka. 
J 





| 
1 The question being taken, the amendment of 
|| Mr. Fowxer to the amendment was rejected. 
i Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment by 
i striking out two hundred. ‘ 
| His object, he said, in making this motion, was 
| that they might come to a distinct vote whether 
||) the committee were disposed to strike out two 
|| hundred. He himself should vote against the 
motion to strike out, being satisfied that two hun- 
|| dred members was a sufficient number for this 
House; and he should vote for the amendment of 
|| the gentleman from Ohio if the number were not 
stricken out. 
‘| He withdrew the amendment at the request of 
1 Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, who re- 
| newed it, and suid, be did not think the committee, 
|| under the five minutes rule, were prepared to pass 
|| upon @ matter so important. ‘They had had no 
|| €Xpression trom the country upon the question. 
1 it was one, above all others, most interesting to the 


people. The five minutes allowed was too short a 


nn nn on 





time, entirely too short, to discuss a measy 
regarded not only the interests of the 
their right to be represented. If the 
from Onio would withdraw his amendmen 
refer the subject to some appropriate coinenan = 
if he should prefer the Committee on the Judi on 
he (Mr. T )as one member of that edtrmition 
ready and anxious to give it a full investioaton 
and the committee would report upon it 88 800 = 
possible. The country would thus have dais - 
tice of what they were about to do. oe 

He should look upon it as most da 
this bill to attach this amendment, 
would discuss it fora month, differences would ar 
between the two Houses as to the number pe 
the result would be to delay the passage of the bil 
to so late a period as not to give time for takin 
the census and making returns to the Gov 
at Washington, in time to be acted upo 
next session. Let the amendment be a Separate 
measure; let it be matured, fully matured; let the 
House and the country be fully advised of aj! its 
features, before they were called to act upon it 
For one, he thought that the pa-sage of some such 
measure, in anticipation of the next Congress 
would be important; but he thought the attempt to 
attach it to the census bill was going altogether be. 
yond the legitimate purposes of the bil., and it was 
taking the House almost by surprise. He hoped 
therefore, the committee would vote down the prop. 
osition. He was sure they were not in a mood to 
decide in a moment upon this grave question 
the gravest of all questions that could come before 
the Congress of the United States. He would ap- 
peal to the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw his 
amendment, bring it up as a separate Measure, 
have it referred to a committee by whom it could 
be fully investigatéd, and their report upon it fully 
considered by the House. 

Mr. NELSON inquired if it was in order to 
move an amendment at this time? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not, an 
amendment in the second degree now pending. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Jones, 

Mr. JONES called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Roninson and 
Corwin were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported, 
ayes 44, noes 73. ' 

So the Committee refused to striké out the num- 
ber two hundred. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Vinton, 

Mr. CALVIN inquired if an amendment would 
be in order now? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that an amendment 
to the amendment pending would be in order. 

Mr, CALVIN moved to amend, by striking out 
two hundred, and inserting two hundred and 
thirty. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired if that motion was in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was, under the 
53d rule. 

Mr. CLINGMAN submitted whether the com- 
mittee, having refused to strike out the number, It 
was amendable? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I do not 
understand my colleague [Mr. Carvin] as moving 
to strike out, but merely to insert afier two hun- 
dred—thirty. 

Mr. CALVIN made his amendment in that 
form. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the point of 
order of Messrs. Cuincman and Rumsey, read the 
53d rule, as follows : 

‘« A motion to strike out and insert should be deemed in- 
divisible ; but a motion to strike gut being lost, shall pre- 
clude neither amendment nor a motion to strike out and 
insert.” ° 

Under that rule (the Chairman continued) the 
Chair decides that the motion to change the num: 
ber to 230, or to any other number, is in order. 

Mr. CALVIN. (1 desire that the number be 


230. 

Mr. KAUFMAN and other gentlemen called 
for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. McMvtLex 
and Fower were appointed; who—the question 
having been taken—reported ayes 58, noes 67. 

So the amendment of Mr. Catvin was rejecte¢. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to strike out 2u0 and 
insert 150. 
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1850. 
“\r. BINGHAM raised the point that the 
endment was not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection, 
guing that the amendment was very clearly in 
oder under the 53d rule. 

The question being taken, the amendment of 
KauFMAN Was rejected. 


“ WOOD moved to strike out 200 and insert 
500 Rejected. 


tr. CARTTER moved to strike out 200 and 
sert 225. Rejected. 
Mr. MCMULLEN moved to strike out 200 and 
92) Rejected. 
CROWELL moved to strike out 200 and 
igsert 275. Rejected. 

Mr. DIMMICK moved to lay the amendment 
op the table. . i 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman that 
the motion was not in order in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FOWLER moved to strike out 200 and 
insert 240. Rejected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to strike out 200 and 
insert the present number of the House—231. 

jected. 
Mike question recurred on the adoption of Mr. 
Yiwron’s original amendment. 

Cries of ** Question, question,’’] 

r. BOWIE moved to strike out all after the 

word * That,”’ and insert as follows: 

The number of Representatives shall be apportioned 
amoug the several States, so as to give at least one represent- 
aivefor every one hundred thousand persons, which num- 


ber shall be ascertained and determined acco: ding to the 
second section of the first article of the Constitution. 


yn 


insert 
Mr. 


Mr. B. said: The numerous and variobs sug- 
gestions of members, as to the proper number of 
Representatives, show there is no matured opinion 
on the subject; and that the proposition of the 
hondrable member from Ohio 1s at least prema- 
ture. 

No question can be more important to the peo- 
ple of this country, than the ratio of representation. 
itis the very basis of their power and influence, 
the link of their connection with the Government, 
and the great security for the preservation of their 
liberties. 

Gentleman are mistaken in supposing the ratio 
of representation is too small, that the difficulties 
of legislation proceed from a too great number in 
this hall. The reverse is the case: the great com- 
plaint is, that there are not enough to transact the 
public business, or that the constituent cannot 
command the time of his Representative. 

The representation should be numerous enough 
to reflect the interests, sentiments, and sympathies 
of the commonwealth. Surely, the interests and 
welfare of seventy-five thousand freemen, are 
enough to engross the talents and time of one Rep- 
resentative. 

The true principle is, the smaller the ratio of 
representation, the more perfect the representation. 
The smaller the number represented, the nearer 
the Representative is drawn to bis constituents, 
and the stricter his accountability. Public opinion 
has not been formed upon this subject, our con- 
stituents should be consulted, time should be given 
for the expression of public sentiment on a matter 
of such deep moment. 

The amendment | have had the honor to pro- 
pose, commits to a future Congress all the im- 
portant questions depending upon a new appor- 
tonment, and secures full time for examination 
and deliberation. 

The section and the proposed amendment having 
been again read, 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
decided in the negative, without a division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CLARKE moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting fifty-five after the word ‘* hundred,” 
80 that the amendment would read two hundred 
and fifty-five, instead of two hundred. 

He said that five minutes was a very short time 
to discuss so important a question as that of so 
materially changing the ratio of representation. 

We have now a representation of two hundred 
and thirty-one, and that is predicated on a popu 

tion of seventeen millions. Before the census of 
1860 is taken, we shall in all probability have a 
Population of more than double that number; and 
the gentleman from Ohio proposes to reduce the 
actual representation thirty-one. Since the last 
census we have annexed Texas, Oregon, New 


oe 
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ee 


Mexico, and California. The duties of Congress 
are becoming every day more onerous and com- 
plicated; and we are called on to reduce, not 


merely the ratio, but the actual number of our | 


representation. I think it ought to be increased. 


} 


14 
} 
| 
I 


I would propound a question to each and every | 


member present, whether his duties are not now 


sufficiently onerous? Whether we do not usually || 


adjourn over from Friday to Monday, so as to 
keep up with that business of our constituents 
which does not make its appearance in this 
House? Are we, any of us, too prompt? Have 
any of us any leisure? For myself, | would say, 
that there are as few isms in the district | represent 
as in any other—my constituents are as forbearing 
in the burdens they impose on me. There are 
fewer applicants for office, | believe, and fewer 
gratified, i am certain, I still find enough to do, 


with the aid of a clerk one day in each week. Two || 


hundred and fifty men, selected with the utmost || 


care, will have none too much or too varied knowl- 
edge—none too much moral influence ; and, how- 
ever industrious and talented, they’ will have 
enough to do. 

We are not situated here as if we were legislating 


i 
1} 
i} 


i 
| 
j 


in the midst of some of our great cities, where the || 


city itself would add much to that stock of knowl- 
edge which the Government ought always to have 
atcommand. Remove from this city the Govern- 
ment, and those necessari'y connected with it, and 
what would be left? The Government is here all 
in all. 

It is said that our numbers now are so large 
that it 1s impossible for us to hear in one quarter 
of this House what is going on in another. Is 
that fact owing to our numbers? We have voted 
various times to-day, and those votes indicate that 
there are not over one hundred and forty present; 
and still | do not perceive that there is less noise, 
less confusion, more attention to business, than 


when every seat is filled. One great reason why || 


there is so little attention to the business of the 


House, is to be ascribed to the Hall in which we || 


sit. Here, as in most other matters and things 
in this blessed city, comfort, convenience, utility, 
are sacrificed to grandeur of appearance. ‘There 
is a wor'd of splendid misery; and that is to be 
our consolation, wand our only consolation, for the 
almost total sacrifice of comfort and convenience. 
If the architect that constructed this Hall had been 
master of his trade, and his design had been to 
construct a building in which we could neither 
hear nor be heard, his utmost wishes would have 
been accomplished—there would have been left 
nothinz to desire. We must be excused if we do 
not listen while others talk; the effort would be 
vain; and hence it is t at we are inattentive. It 
is not that we are disorderly, but because it is im- 
possible to hear. I wish to see this Government 
as nearly Democratic, as nearly the mirror that 
reflects public sentiment, and every public senti- 
nent fully, as it can be; and | think that we do 
not accomplish this object, or approximate toward 
it, by the diminution of our numbers. 

It has heretofore been a fearful source of com- 
plaint that Congress does not reflect the will of the 
people; that Executive patronage overrides the 
oe will; and that when the Representative 

as become recreant to his representative duty, the 
presidential smile compensates, and more than 
compensates, for the frown of those who have 
been misrepresented. 

Let us look back for twenty years, from March, 
1849, to some of the great measures which have 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


925 





was known that the committee were bound dovn 
\| by the five minutes’ rule. 


The proposition, he 


| thought, was one which should not have been of- 
fered under such circumstances. 
infer that it was the desire of his colleague, [Mr. 
|| Vinron,] who offered the amendment, to see the 
| bill defeated. 


He could not 


It was obvious, however, that prop- 


ositions were contained in the bill, in the shape in 
which it now stood, which were objected to by a 
| great many members of the House, and it seemed 
_to him (Mr. 8S.) that this was not the time to 
| introduce amendments, calculated to make it still 
more objectionable, 
proposition of his colleague; he was opposed to it 
for this, as well as for other reasona, that he would 
not bind down a future Congress to any proposi- 
tion which this Congress might think proper to 
, adopt. 


He was opposed to the whole 


Nor did he wish to surrender any portion 


of the legitimate powers and authority of this 
House to any of the Executive departments. 
might be suid, that the principle being settled by 
Congress, it would be a mere matter of figures on 
the part of the Secretary of the Interior; but he 
was opposed to any such delegation of power—it 
tended to centralization. 
House should hold in its own hands all the pow- 


It 


He desired that the 


| ers and sanctions which had been committed to it 


' 


| by the Constitution of the land. 
| last man to surrender one jot or tittle of these 
| powers to any other department of the Govern- 
ment. 
sired of making this brief explanauon, he would 
| withdraw the amendment. 


He would be the 
Having had the opportunity which he de- 


So the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. McMULLEN inquired of the Chair what 
the proposition now before the committee was? 

The CHAIRMAN stated it to be on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN understood (he said) that 


' the pending question was on the amendment 
moved by the other gentleman from-Ohie, [Mr, 
Sweerser. j 


The CHAIRMAN explained that the latter 


amendment had been withdrawn. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


; amend the amendment by substituting the number 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of 239 for 200. 


Mr. S. said, in explanation, that he thonght it 
must be apparent to every member of the House 
that this had been, from beginning to end, a most 
unfortunate proposition. He (Mr. 8.) had no 


doubt that if the House were to go on and incor- 


rate the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. Vinton] into the bill, a good month would 


| pass away befure the bill would become a law. 


We were now adyancing some distance into the 
month of May; and by the provisions of the bill, 


everything must be done—the blanks of instruc- 
| tion were to be made out 





(The Cuarrman, at this point in the remarks of 


| Mr. Srevens, resigned the chair, informally, to 


the Speaker of the House, who received a mes- 
sage in writing from the President of the United 


| States, by the hands of Colonel Buiiss, his Private 


Secretary .] 

The Cnarrman then resumed the chair. 

Mr. STEVENS proceeded with his remarka, 
He was well aware (he said) that if this amend- 
ment should be inserted, there were many mem- 
ber of the House who would vote against the 
whole bill after that clause should have been in- 
grafted upon it. He referred to the weight of 
matter which must be sent off by the mails daily, 


| (some three thousand pounds, he was understood 


originated with the gravest measures not dreamed || to say,) 80 as to“be in the hands of the marshals 


of by the people. Has not the popular finger 
— out the men who have been bought up, and 
ow they 


have been paid, for representing the 


President and his policy, rather than the wishes of 
the people? Shall we be likely to counteract this 
great evil by diminishing the number of represent- 


atives? 


For these reasons, | think it unwise, im- 


politic, and dangerous to diminish the number of 


our representation. 


The question was then taken, and the amend- 


ment was rejected. 
Mr. SWEETSER moved to amend, by insert- 
ing the number of 235. 
Mr. S., in explanation, said, that he very much 
regretied to see a proposition of this character 
drawn in upon the census bill at this time. 


thought it must be a matier of regret to gentlemen 
generally, that a proposition of so much import- 
ance should have ead offeed, at a time when it 


He 





| the Ist day of June, could not be executed. 
| should therefore vote against all"amendments, and 


| 


| order that time might be allowed for a more care- 


| by the Ist of June; and remarked that, if Con- 
| grrss should procrastinate much longer, the re- 


quirement of that part of the bill which provided 
that the taking of the census shou'd commence on 


He 


against the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinton ] 

Mr. 8S. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MEACHAM moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by substituting the number of 246 in lieu of 
200. e had offered the amendment (he said) 
that he might have an opportunity of making one 
or two remarks. 

It certainly did appear to him, that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] 
was entirely out of place. It seemed to him (Mr. 
M.) that the gentleman should withdraw it, in 
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fui and deliberate examination of the question than || tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, when 


could possibly be given to it in the circumstances 
under which the committee was now acting. As 
he viewed the matter at present, he was inclined 
tw the belief, that by reducing the number of Rep- 
resentatives, as contemplated by this amendment, 
the effect would be to throw the whole legislation 
of the country into the hands of a few of the 
larger States, leaving the smaller States mere 
ciphers; and especially at this particular period in 
our history, when we were receiving vast acces- 
sions to our territorial boundaries—— 

Mr. BOCOCK interposed, he said, to a question 
of order. 
was in order, after a vote had been taken on the | 
proposivion of the gentleman frou Ohio, and a call 
tor a division had been made on another amend- 
ment, to make these remarks? 


The CHAIRMAN said it was in order. 


question had been taken, nor any division been 
had. 


taken, and a decision had. 
Tne CHAIRMAN said there had been no final | 
decisiwn. 
Mr. MEACHAM proceeded with his remarks. | 
They had, he said, in Vermont, two hundred and | 


He submiued to the Chair whether it || 


No || 


Mr. BOCOCK submitted that a vote had been | 


| the five minutes rule was not in force. 
| ject of representation in this House was one of 


The sub- 


the dearest rights of the people, and no law or 
regulation affecting that right should be adopted 
without full consideration, 


| not prepared to adopt the measure without further 


_ deliberation. 
| the conclusion, contrary to his first impressions, 
| to vote againat the amendment of the gentleman 
| from Obw, [Mr. Vinton. ] 





forty members, and ouly about eight thousand || 


square miles of territory. He thought the amend- | 
meat was especially inopportune at this ume, | 
when our national limits, instead of being de- | 
creased, were increasing rapidly; and, he thought, | 
a liveral and enlightened policy would require 

that, so far from diaimishing the number of Repre- 

sentatives, it should ve increased. In his judg- | 
ment, the amendment was altogether out of place. 
Let the mater go over unul the census should 
have been taken. Let us know what new States 
were to be admitted itu the Union, and what was 
the namber of Representauves which might be 
desired in different parts of the country, and then 
let the quesuon be decided. Let ume be given 
fur deliberation—for a comparison of views—or | 


let a committee be appointed to mquire into the || 
This was || 


subject, and to make a report upon it. 
the vest and the most proper mude of disposing of 
the question; and more es, ecially so, because i 


was bis couvicuion, that to adopt this amendment || 


would result in arraying against the entre bill a | 
still more formidable vppusiien than already ex- | 
wsted. He velieved that it was wrong to introduce | 
the amendment here. He ovjected to the atempt 
to force it through in this hasty and inconsiderate 
manner. It was doing injusuce. Some members 
might have had ume ww consider it in ail its bear- 
ings; but few had had either ume or opportunity | 
tudo so. He thought, therefore, that 1 was not | 
asking too much that the amendment should not | 
be pressed ata ume when the committee was dis- 
cussing the census bill, with which it was not | 
necessarily connec ed, 
Mr. M, wuhdrew the amendment. 
Mr. LIVLPLEFIELD renewed the motion of | 
the gentieman from Vermoot, (Mr. Meacuam,] | 
and sai that he (vir. L.) had weil considered tie | 
proposiuon now under cunsideration, the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Onio, [Mr. Vinton. | 
When the proposition was first made, it struck 
him favora ly, as tv the principle involved, though 
the bumber proposed was net as large as he 
should desire. tle was well aware of the trouble 
and difficulty of apporuoning tne Representatives | 
among the S.ates alter ine census had been laken, | 
He had had some experience in this business. | 
He was a member of the Houseawhen the present 
apportionment was made in 1542, as was alsv the 
present chairman of the committee, (Mr. THomp- | 
s0N, of Mississippi,) and some fitteen other meu- 

bers of the present tlouse. He well remembered 
the protracted struggle on that occasion, and the | 
etlorts mode by abe delegauions trom the several | 
Siates to adopt such a number to a Representative | 
' 





i 
i 


as would leave the smailest fracuun to their own 
Sate. It was with a view lo prevent such troubie | 
hereafter, that he had thought favorably of tae | 
proposition to £x the number before the return of | 
the census. And now if fuli discussion could be | 
bad, he was prepared to entertain the propusiuon | 
and give it tuil consideration; Lut it was an im- | 
portant sul ct, and coud not ce fairly discussed 
wt this ume. lt would delay, and possibly deteat 


\} was taken. 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| & proper apportionment, 
| enumeration should be taken; and he contended 


For these reasons he had come to 


Mr. L. ten withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. 14 AYLOR moved to substitute for the num- 
ber two hundred that of two hundred and forty. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that number had 
already been offered and rejected. 

Mr. TAYLOR conunued. Any number—say 
two hundred and forty-two. Ali he desired was 
to say a few words in explanation. It was with 


very great reluctance that he submitted any re- | 
marks upon this particular question at this stage | 


of the debate on the census bill. But he regarded 
as one of the most important question that could 
be submitted to this body at any time, the appor- 
tionment of Representauves among the various 
States And he regretted to be compeiled to ex- 
press his views upon the subject in the short space 
of five minutes allowed by the rule, when he 
found the most experienced members of this 


At any rate, he was | 
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body—gentiemen, like his honorable colleague, | 
{Me. Vinron,} who had served many years in tae | 


Congress of tue United States, and whose knowl- 
edge, ability, and long public service commend 
their Opinions to the country and to the House, dit- 
fering with himself. But, in looking at the Con- 


| stituuon of the United States, it would, in his 


humble judgment, be found that it never was con- 
templated by the tramers of that instrument, that 
the apportionment of the Representatives should 
be made unul after the enumeration of the inhab- 
itants had been taken. What did the Constitu- 
uuon say ?—the Constitution adopted in 17387— 
with the sanction of the highest names this coun- 
try has ever known—Washington, Rufus King, 
Madison, Carroll, and other such men—declaring 
at that ume that there should be one Represn- 
ative to every thirty thousand inhabitants. And 
it was contemplated, as he would show by the 
reading of the clause, that the number of Rep- 
resentatives should nutexceed one for every thirty 
thousand, unul such enumeration of inhabitants 
should be made as would enable Congress to make 
lt was not unul after an 


that Congress had no right to bind future bodies, 
unul after the enumerauon Of inhabitants was 
taken, and it was seen what our numbers were. 
Suppose there were twenty-five millions of people. 
He velieved this body was not too numerous, and 
that two hundred and fifty members would beter 
represent the interests of the people than two hun- 
dred. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (Mr. T. yielding 
the tluor) said, that his amendment provided that 
the apporuonment should be made after the census 
The enumeration was first to be 
taken, and then the appuruonment was to be made 
by the rule laid down, 

Mr. TAYLOR (resuming) said, he understood 
that; but they were judging for those who were 
to come afier them. Why should not the Con- 
gress which succeeded them represent the views 
and interests of this great nation quite as well as 
the present Congress? He believed, that the 
enumeration should first be taken. He believed 


with the gentiewan from Maryland, [Mr. Bowte,) | 
that one Kepresentauve for every one hundred | 
thousand peuple was litte enough; and that if a | 
member represented properly the interests, wishes, 

and feelings of his constituenis, he would find all | 
his ume taxed to the utmost; he would find all his | 


mtelligence, his talents, and his patriotism called 
into requisiuen. He (Mr. T.) believed the num- 
ber was sufficiently small. He would not, in an- 
ticipation of the census, limit it to a smaller num- 
ber 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, renewed the 
amendment. ; 





the census bill, which ali ageéed should be passed | but, wiih all due deference to the gentleman from 


with the least possible loss of ime, 
ject worthy ot free and full discussion in Commut- 


lt was a » b- | 


Ohio, [Mr. Tayzor,} who had just taken his seat, 
it seamed to him (Mr. T.) that there could not be 


He said that he had not paid any | 
| great attention to the general objections which had | 
| been urged against the adoption of this amendment; 





|| legislative body was, that public sentim 


SS cannes atesaeateerasnenesonisanea ceases 
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the slightest measure of pretence that t 
| ment involved any violation of the C 


One great necessity which existed for }, 


he amend. 
ONBtitution, 
aVing a 


ent 
| through it, be collected and concentrated; nou 
; it 


should, therefore, be of such a size that the 

bers could at least hear what each other ota 
other words, for purposes of discussion and ; ln 
change of opinion, they ought to be within er. 
shot of each other. For all purposes of eff ear. 
legislation, the House should be a controle 
body, and nota mob in the Campus Marti tle 
the Champs de Elysees—a quiet, thoughtful, y. 
creet, and wise bod y—not disorderly, tumult, “i 
and unwieldy. By some sort of 8ymMpath ine 
animal fermentatiun, all large bodies, or con - 
ons of persons, ran into mobocracy and cnn 
Large districts sent to the halls of legislation en, 
lightened men—men of experience, reputation and 
character. It was on account of their charnen 
and reputation that they were elected. Smal dis 
tricts enabled little men from a county, or family. 
or faction, or some other unaccountable logs} 
cause, to come here. Small districts sent dema. 
gogues and young men—men fit for the State 

egislatures, but, like boys, entirely too bie for 
their breeches when it was their ambition to come 
here. The responsibility was increased in a small 
body; and a mob, from the very fact of its divided 
responsibility, would do that which no one man 
nor any few men, would do. Fewer men could 
transact the public business as well as one-third 
or one-fourth of the number could transact it jp 
the Senate; and it was to be remembered tha 
| thirty distinct legislatures transacted the business 
of the*country, so far as concerned all small and 
local matters of the States, If the proposition 
| should be adopted, it would save two montis of 
the ume of Congress at the next session, in scof- 
fling over residiums, &c. If the proposition should 
be found to be unsatisfactory, it would be in the 
power of the next Congress to repeal it. 

Mr. T. witiidrew the amendment. 

Mr. McMULLEN inquired of the Chair what 
the question before the committee was? 

The CHAIR explained. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR suid he had withdrawn his 
amendment. 

Mr. McMULLEN renewed it. 

Mr. McM., in explanation, characterized the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Ohio 
| (Mr. Vinton] as being altogether superfluous, 
| tHe objected to any attempt thus to tie up the 
| hands of their successors. The proposition he 
declared to be unprecedented in the history of 
| legislation. He directed the attention of the com- 
mittee to the geographical line which divided—by 
the Blue Ridge Mountains—one portion of the 
State which he in part represented from anotker, 
and to the conflicting interests of the people on 
the one and the other side—from which he ev- 
forced the necessity of having the census first 
taken, that the representation might be properly 
apportioned. It was a matter of great concern to 
| the State of Virginia, that the census should be 
first taken; and no member of the House, espe- 
cially from Virginia, should desire to handcuff 
their successors in the manner proposed by this 
amendment. For his own part, he would be 
satisfied that the number of representatives should 
ulumately be fixed any where beyond two hundred, 
He would even go be- 
yond that. He considered it important that the 
constituent and the representative should know 
each other. He alluded to the length of the dis- 
trict which he himself represented at this time, 
and which, he said, was two hundred and sixty- 
five miles. How could a member efficiently repre- 
sent his constituents, if they were not known to 
each other? He desired especially that the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vivtow) 
should be voted down. And he gave notice that 
if the amendment should prevail, he should feel it 
to be his duty to vote against the whole bill. 

Mr. McM. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. KAUFMAN renewed it. ‘ 

Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a question of 
order. The rule which allowed a member five 
minutes for explanation, required that his remarks 
should be confined to the amendment he might 
offer. Now, he desired to know whether a mouon 
to strike out and insert another number opened 
the whole merits of the amendment of the geutie- 
man from Okie, (Mr. Varrexra 
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The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN renewed the motion, in order 

entitle hum to address the committee. He rose | 
ne said) for the purpose of supporting the amend- — 
at which had been proposed by the gentleman 
si Ohio; and, as a member of this body, he 
hanked the genleman for having proposed it. 
He should have preferred that the census should 
be taken in accordance with the provisions of the || 
get of 1790; and he should also have preferred | 
ihat the number provided for in the amendment | 
pad been less than it was; but a motion had been | 
made by him to reduce the number to one hundred || 
and fifty, and it had failed, and he should support 
e amendment, therefore, as it then stood. He 
ielieved that less than (wo hundred were sufficient | 
p discharge the duties of legislation in a manner 
creditable to themselves and beneficial to the great 





+ 


jgierests which were to be intrusted to them. He | 
Jelieved that this amendment was one of great and 
rial importance. He regarded it as a practical | 
amendment; and he believed if it should not be || 
adopted, that when the House came to act upon | 
snapportonment bill, the storm of feeling that || 
would be raised in this country would show sig- || 
nificantly and emphatically to the House and the | 
country the propriety of the amendment then un- || 
der consideration before the committee. If that || 
amendment were not now adopted, or an.amend- 
ment containing a similar principle, the Legisla- | 

| 

' 





tures of nearly all the States would have to be | 
convened for the purpose of laying off the new | 
Congressional districts, at an expens eof hundreds | 
of thousands of dollars—an enormous tax to be 
imposed upon the people of this country. 
What would be the condition of things in this | 
House when they came to act upon the apportion- | 


ment bill? The unhappy state of feeling which 
now exists throughout the country would be in- | 
creased to an alarming extent, and gentlemen || 
might be assured that when the vote came to be || 
taken upon that apportionment bill, such a 
sene would occur as had never before per- 
haps been witnessed in Congress. Formerly 
the struggle was mainly between the larger and 
the smaller States, but the indications arising from 
the feeling now existing in the country clearly || 
showed that it would be converted into a sectional || 
question; and if the North should undertake to |, 
trespass or encroach upon the rights of the South, 
to the extent of one hair’s breadth, a storm, | 
such an excitement of feeling, would be created || 
throughout this country as had never before oc- || 
curred during the existence of this Government. } 
The agitation of the Wilmot proviso, which had ] 
prevailed for four years in Congress, would be |) 
nothing to it. The agitation of the questions || 
with which Congress was now engaged would be 
nothing in comparison to it; more especially as it 
would be within the knowledge of all, the fact 
would be known to the people of the North and 
of the South, that the whole difficulty might have 
been prevented by the adoption of the amendment 
which they had now before them. He hoped that 
no member of the committee would vote against 
theamendment. It wasan important amendment, 
end one which should have been adopted before; 
but if ever there was a time when the state of feel- 
ing existing in the country demanded the adoption 
of such a provision, in order to prevent the increase 
of sectional and hostile feelings, and if possible to 
allay them, the present was that ume. He should 
vote for the amendment most cordially, and he be- 
lieved, from the indications which had been a.ready 


| 
| 
| 


|| moetted. 


|| eration and for good and sufficient reason, 


_ and it became necessary that the business should be 


if the number of members was increased to two || 
| hundred and fifty, the body would net be too nu- || 





given upon that floor, that it would receive the 
sanction of a majority of the committee. 

There are now two hundred and thirty-one 
Members on this floor. This amendment proposes 
to reduce them to two hundred. Mr. K. said that 
he believed that every member taken out of this 
body would secure thousands of dollars to the 
country, and add additional years to the duration 
of the Union. 

Mr. KAUFMAN withdrew the motion. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING said he would move an- 
other number, one which had not been before pro- 
posed; for the purpose of enabling him to occupy 
the floor for a few moments, he would move to in- 
seri fifty-one, so that the number would stand two 
hundred and fifty-one. He thought there ought 
to be some relative proportion between the num- 
ber of members of the Senate and of the House. 
If the Senate were a fixed body, if it did not in- 
Crease in numbers from time to time, there would 


| 


} 
| the gentleman from New York, but that he thought | 
the gentieman had omitted a single wem which, in i , 

| meeting than a grand jury. Large a-semuies are 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


927 


be a propriety in fixing the number of the members representing the wishes and the will of the peo- 
of the House of Representatives. There were || ple. 


State legislatures in which the number of members | 


It had passed under his observation since he had 


of both houses were fixed; such was the case in i been a member of this House, and more than 


|| his own State, and in Virginia he believed a simi- |, 
|, lar state of things existed. But the Senate of the |, 
|| United States was a body that was liable to change | 
|| as new States came in, and they were coming in| 


very rapidly. Some were now waiting to be ad- 


i 

The Senate of the United States at present con- | 
sisted of sixty members, and the House of Repre- | 
sentatives of two hundred and thirty-one. Thatrela- || 
tive proportuon had been fixed upon mature delib- | 


If the | 


; 


|| popular sentiment or the popular will was to be | 


reflected at all, it must be reflected in that body, 
and nothing was so well calculated to reflect pub- 
lic senuument as numbers. It was. said that num- 
bers produced confusion and were calculated to 
impede legislation. He would admit, that if car- 
ried beyond proper bounds, if made to exceed the 


tment, it would be attended with disadvantage. 
‘There were always some listless and inefficient men, || 


carried through by the active and energetic portion 
of the members. It was not numbers which pre- 
vented legislation; it was the want of vitality, 
which sometimes existed on the part of a legisla- 
tive body, which prevented them from carrying 
out the popular will. That was the opinion that | 
he held; and he was not for taking away the effi- 

ciency and force which numbers gave to their acts | 
of legislation, There were important questions | 
upon which the popular judgment should be ex- || 
pressed, and it was in this branch of Congress that 
that popular judgment was to be indicated. ‘There 
should, then, be a sufficient number of members to 
represent fully the whole body of the people. It | 
was for this reason that he was of opinion, that 


| merous to make efficient and proper laws for this | 
| nation. 


He would, therefore, move, and he trust- \| 
ed that he might obtain a vote upon the motion, 
to insert fifty-one. 
proposition might meet with, and he was not very 
solicitous on the subject; but if the amendment 
proposed by the gentieman from Ohio should pre- 
vail, he would greatly prefer that the nu ber of 
Representatives should be two hundred and fifiy, 
rather than that they should be confined to two 
hundred. 
The question being put upon the proposition to | 
insert fifty-one, so as to make the number two 
hundred and fifty-one, the votes were counted by | 
tellers, and were, ayes 53, noes 64. 
So the motion did not prevail. 


two hundred and thirty-five. 

Upon this motion tellers were asked and ordered, 
and Messrs. Carvin and Mitison were appointed 
as such. 

The members having passed between the tellers, 
it was ascertained that there were 56 ayes, and 59 
noes. 

So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. WOUD moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding afier the words “‘two hundred,’’ the 
words ** thirty-four,” so as to make the number 
two hundred and thirty-four. 

The question being put, it was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. GENTRY moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserung after the words ‘two hun- 
dred,”’ the word ‘seventy,’’ so as to make the 
number two hundred and seventy. 

He desired to say that the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Kine} had fully expressed the views 
which he entertained of the policy of having a House 


| of the gentleman from Ohio, 


once—and he disclaimed any intention to make 
allusions to any Adnumstration—when questions 
of great importance had been introduced here, 
which were received without the slightest degree 
of favor at the outset, that almost womedauuely 
afterwards, an evident change had taken place. 
Execu ive appliances were brought into operation, 
and these being repeated time and ume over aguin, 
the original proposition received some unimportant 
modifications, so that what had, at the firat, found 
no favor at all with the House, finally passed by 
a triumphant vote. Since that ume our country 
has greatly increased, and, in the last few years, 


| the patronage of the Executive has increased, is 
| increasing, and will continue to increase. 


In the 


hands of a designing Executive, this influence 


‘| might hereafter be brought to bear more effectually 
| on a House of Representatives, reduced in us 
| number that was sufficient to reflect popu ar sen- | 


numbers to the limit prescribed in the amendment 
He desired to have 
the House so large as to be beyond the reach of 


|| this Executive influence, in order that the repre- 
| sentatives of the people may speak, and act, and 
| vole, independently of every influence, except the 


wishes and opinions of their consiiuents. The 


| gentleman from Kenwucky|Mr. THomrson] thought 
|| that the Elouse, in it 


ruceedings, sometmes re- 
sembled a mob. Now he was willing to put this 
House in comparison with the other House in this 


|| Capitol, with reference to the orderly character of 


our proceedings. Is there not quiieas much order 
in this House as there is in the other? ‘That body 
is few in number, yet he thought our proceedings 
would not suffer by a comparison with those of 
the other branch. 

Let this House faithfully reflect the feelings, the 


even although they should rise to the fury of a 
tempest—and thus they would properly and traly 
carry out the true principles of our Government, 
Let us be careful so to fulfill our representative du- 


|| ties as that they may not be liable to Execuuve 
He knew not what favor his || 


interference in any shape. This would be vest 
effected by having a large and full House. He 
was willing that the numver should be increased 
to three hundred, but as that was not likely to 
meet the favor of the committee, he was content 
to take the number he had designated in his amend- 
ment, 

There was yet another reason which operated 
on his mind, On the all-exciting subject which 


|| had oceupied so much of our ume, nearly every 


gentleman on this floor had madea speech, or con- 
sidered himself bound to make one. Now he de- 


| sired to see the number of representatives so much 
Mr. BOOTH moved to insert thirty-five after || 
the word ‘thundred,’’ so as to make the number || 


} 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


1 


| 





sent the millions on miuilions of ciuzens which now | 


exist and will hereafter exist in our country. 
He would not add a word to what had fallen from | 


hie opinion, was enutled to great considerauon. 
The tHouse of Representatives ought wot only to 
represent all the wishes and opinwiis of the con- 


any improper action on the part of the Executive 


i 
i} 
4 


| approach the character of a mob. 


| 


increased, as to render it wnypossivle for every one 
to make a speech. 

Here the hammer fell, 

Tellers were then demanded on the motion of 
Mr. Geyrar, and a majority rising in favor of 
the demand, Mr. Hvuasanp, of Alabama, and Mr, 
Hoxupar, of Virginia, were requested by the 
Chair to act as tellers. 

The quesuon on the motion to amend was then 
put and decided in the negauve—ayes 51, noes 72. 

Mr. VENABLE moved to strike our 200 aud 
insert 180. tHe was satisfied to vote for the luni 
ation wo two hundred, aud offered his amend- 
ment, pro forma, merely to reply to an argument 
which had been often urged upon the commiutiee, 
It had been urged by the gentieman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Gentry,] that a numerous House 


|| would be less accessivie to the influence of the 
|| Executive, lesa exposed to corrupuon, and more 
|| conservative than a smaller number. 
i| be true in extreme cases; but the safest course 
| here, as in all other cases, was to adopt a medium 
|| between extremes,—a house sufficiently numer- 
of Representatives large and full enough to repre- | 


This may 


ous to represent the people, and transact the busi- 
ness with dispatch, and not so numerous as to 
But it was a 
faliacy that very numerovs bodies were less ex- 
posed to corrupung influences than smailer ones. 
it would be much easier tv mislead a laige town 


more exposed to the contagious influence of ex- 


cited feeling than small and more responsible 
suiuency, but should be so large as to be beyond | 


ones. If gentlemen wish, in fact, to prevent the 
influence of the Executive on the members of this. 


branch, which might lead to the danger of mis- | House, if they are in good earnest, let 
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duce a bill which forbids any member of Cong 
from aceepting office from the Executive whilst 
a member of Congress, or for two years after- 
wards. This will destroy the power of the Ex- 
ecutive here, and for such a bill I will vote with 
pleasure. This remedy will reach the seat of the 
disease. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. DURKEE renewed the amendment for the 
purpose of making an explanation. 

He said: Mr. Chairman, | donot rise with a view 
of influencing the final vote on the question, as the 
committee has repeatedly indicated its purpose 
to sustain the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, but to give some reasons for my vote to en- 
large rather than diminish the number of members 
of the House of Representatives. But before doing 
80, lel me express my warmest approbation of the 
noble and generous sentiments which have just 
fallen from the honorable gentleman from Tennes- 
sec, [Mr. Gentry.] - 

The correct rule, sir, for us to adopt in settling 
this question, in my opinton, is, to go for the 
largest possible number that can be efficient in the 
business of legislation. This Government has ever 
been large.in geographical dimensions ever since 
the confederation of the States, and now greatly 
enlarged by extensive acquisitions, reaching from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the British do- 
minions, on the north, to the Gulf of Mexico. We 
are soon to have a greaf{@umber of additional 
States, many of them to be inhabited by people 
of different languages and customs, (as our coun- 
try is the asylum of the oppressed of other nations; ) 
it will therefore be seen, the more we mingle 1 
national legislation the more rapidly shail we be 
assimilated into republican simplicity of American 
chnracter; the more we become acquainted with 
eich other, the more fully shall we see that the 
principle of legislation that is good for any portion 
of our common country is good for all; our high- 
6st interests are one. 

Sir, the only efficient law we have in this coun- 
try is the will of the people; itis therefore desir- 
able to have it expressed as fully as practicable on 
our statute books. Even the Constitdtion and the 
Judiciary department feel to some extent the in- 
fluence of the mighty current of thought that guides 
the nation in its administration of public affairs. 
1 expect ever to obey this law unless it shall re- 

uire me to do a wrong; in such a case, | shall be 
disloyal without regard to consequences. 

I am aware, however, sir, that the tendency of 
political managers and tacticians’ for a few years 
peat is in another direction, and it seems to me 
that influence affects us more now than we are 
aware of, in giving this vote. Why, sir, it is but 
a short time since, that in one of our great national 
primary political meetings, we adopted the two- 
thirde tule, soon after the majority rule, and at 
the organization of this House we came down stili 
lower, to the minority rule, since gentiemen who 
have seats on this floor are urging with great ve- 
hemence the adoption of the one-fifth rule, that is, 
one-fifth to rule the four-fifths. Sir, lam con- 
scious that these cases are not strictly analogous, 
but they serve to show that the representatives of 
the people are approximating to the one man 
power, while the people themselves, I believe, are 
expanding their affections into a wider and higher 
Democracy—a sympathy for all mankind. The 
remarks of the gentleman from Texas (Mr. Kaur- 
mMaN]—who is in favor of reducing the present 
number to one hundred and fifty—run particularly 
in this direction. He says we must settle this 
question now, it will not do to allow the peuple to 
adjust it hereafter—that the public sentiment will 
break out in great disorder and confusion, far sur- 

assing the excitement that now exists on the sub- 
ject of the Wilmot proviso. Sir, let me say to 
the honorable gentleman from ‘Texas, if we avow 
it to be our purpose to control public opinion on 
the subject of representation hereafter, by a sirin- 
gent system of legislation, we shall justly draw 
upon our heads the indignation of the people and 
the whole country—we shall be quietly oe 
ted to vacate our seats for such men as believe in 
the doctrine of principal and agency in this mat- 
ter. 

Mr. Chairman, I have discovered no inconve- 
nience from our present number of Representa- 
tives in prosecuting our legislative duties, but, on 
the contrary, 1 have been highly entertained and 
instructed in the very interesting debates of this 





erence LT CC 


dy, that have been conducted, with few excep- 
tions, with the must perfect order and propriety. 
Especially, sir, did we during the long struggle 
for Speaker, and occasionally amidst the most ex- 
ciung debate, give the strongest demonstrations 
that the Government of this Republic is the intel- 
ligence and sobriety of the people. 1 will con- 
clude, sir, by saying, that | should feel gratified if 
it should suit the pleasure of the committee to 
postpone the further consideration of this question 
until we should have a more full expression of the 
people throughout the whole country. 

Mr. D. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment. He 
stated, in substance, that his principal oljject was, 
to make a remark or two in reply to the observa- 
tions which had fallen from the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Gentry, | and the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Durkee,} which he considered 
as based ov a fallacious principle. He dissented 
from the policy of increasing the number of the 
House of Representatives, and disclaimed the doc- 
trine that members were bound to represent on 
this floor all the prejudices and caprices of their 


constituents. He denied the practicability of any || 


such effort. The country was too large, the inter- 
ests were too various and conflicting, to permit 
this to be done. All that was practicavle or desi- 
rable was, to represent the general feclings and 
opinions of the people He adverted to the differ- 
ence’ in the character of the proceedings in the 
British Parliament, aud that of the proceedings of 
Congress. ‘There, the business of legisiation em- 
braced a variety of topics, which, under our insti- 
tutions, were divided between Congress and the 
various State Leyisiatures. He thought that the 
introducuon of any local feeling and prejudice in 
the legislative proceedings of Congress would be 
highly improper. In tact, 11 would be impracti- 
cable. 

W ith reference to the complaint of the gentleman 
from ‘lennessee, of the influence exercised by the 
Executive on the proceedings of this House, he 
asked if the genleman was of the opinion that it 
wouid be harder to buy up members because they 
were fewer in number? Did thatyentleman think 
that in proportion to the diminution of numbers 
would ve the elevation of the standard of morality ? 
He then reminded the gentieman, that such a mode 
of reasoning was directly in Opposition to the or- 
dinary principles which regulated trade, which 
held that value lowered as the supply became 
greater. If you went imto the market to buy a 
varrel of flour ora pair of boots, it was invariably 
the case that you found the price regulated by the 
supply. ‘That was the way the thing worked. If 
we were to adopt the principle of bringing into 
this House a reflex of ail the prejudices and feel- 


ings of every part of our extended population, || 


trom Maine w |'exas, and to the Pacific, the coun- 
ry couid not stand. It was our duty to confine 
our ucuon to those objects for which we were sent 
here by our constituents. It shoulu be our main 
duty to secure an equal representauion, and to let 
the poor man be repesented here, as weil as the 
rich. He thought the House was already too 
numerous. Heshould preter a limit of this branch 
tw one hundred and filly members. But if the 
number of two hundred was deemed beiter, he 
would yield to the sentiment of the House, and 
adopt that number. ‘The House was already large 
enough, and, in his opinion, too large. 

He then withdrew the motion to amend. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved the fol- 
lowing: 

Be it further enacted, Thatthe Secretary of the Interior, 
in his instructions to the marshals, shall direct that the eta- 
tistics in regard to all other descripuons of hemp not embraced 


iu the denomination of dow and water-roued, shall be taken 
aud estimated du the rewurns. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. GREEN renewed the amendment of the 
gentieman from Wisconsin, and the only object 
(he said) which he had in so doing was to give 
his views which came up as pertinent to that mo- 
tion. He was opposed to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton;] and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Wisconsin, be- 
ing in his opinion calculated to defeat that amend- 
ment, he wasin favor fit. This was not the time 
to bring up sograve and important a matier as the 
settling the representation of the country for ten 
years to come. The enumeration of; the inhabit- 
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ee 
bo | ants had not yet been taken; the 


comparatively in the dark. It mints be waid ties 


were now only fixing the rule by whic ; 
to be governed hegeiiee Let a _ deny, were 
the facts developed by the actual enumerntie 7 
taken by the respective marshals, jJ/ such ~ 
depended upon the state of facts, out of which the. 
originated; these facts must be collected "y 
brought before them, before they could pro a 
be ene to act. Perly 
sides, there was another important po} 

denied the right of this Congress to dclenens - 
power of fixing the apportionment of represent : 
tion to any individual, or to any officer ween 
the fixing the apportionment under the ¢ - 
tion was a sovereign act, an act of soverei 
Although he believed that the House of Represent 
atives might be, perhaps, too large, yet the fixing 
the number of Representatives of the States of this 
Confederacy under the Constitution, was to vs 
done by the body representing the sovereign power 
of the nation. They could not prescribe rules for 
the purpose, and then delegate the execution of 
these rules to a third party; they could not eq 
that the Secretary of the Interior should do that 
duty, should perform that obligation, which the 
Constitution had imposed upon Congress. |, was 
wrong. If they had the right to do it, he should 
say that the proposition was ill-timed and prema. 
ture. They had no time to discyss this grave and 


Constitu. 
gn power, 


| important matter; the five minutes rule did not 


permit the discussion of the various interests and 
principles involved in fixing the ratio of the rep. 
resentation of the States, for he agreed with the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] that the 
States were to be represented. 

The proposition ought therefore to be voted 
down. 

If they said to the Secretary of the Interior that 
he might fix the apportionment of representation 
under a rule which they prescribed to him, mis- 
takes might occur in the calculations—in other 
words, the Secretary might not bring out the 
proper results by the division, and there would be 
no remedy until after one election should have 
taien place. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend by making the 
number two hundred and nine. He did so, he 
said, to appeal to the committee, that as the sense 
of the committee had been distinctly ascertained, 
as a variety of numbers had been proposed and 
rejected, and it was very distinctly ascertained that 
the majority of the committee were in favor of the 
number of two hundred, if the amendment were 
to prevail at all, to allow the vote to be taken at 
once upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Onio, (cries of ** Agreed, agreed,’’] as it seemed 
perfectly certain that they gould not alter the num- 
ber, and let them stop this useless waste of time. 
He withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend by making 
the number two hundred and eleven, for the pur- 
pose, he said, of making a few remarks. He 
protested against the conclusion which the gen- 
tleman from Virginia had drawn, that because 
many members had voted here for the number two 
hundred, they were in favor of the entire amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYLY (explaining) said the gentleman 
from Alabama had misunderstood him. He had 
stated tha a majority of the committee were ob- 
viously in favor of that number if the amendment 
were to prevail at all. 

Mr. HUBBARD (resuming) said he agreed 
with the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Greey} 
upon one point; that this was not the ume in 
which the ratio of representation should be 
fixed; and he would give his reason, ‘The fixing 
the ratio in advance might hold out the tempta- 
tion to some of the States to bring up their enu- 
meration to a particular point so as to secure & 
certain number of Representatives. Let Con- 
gress, after the enumeration was made, fix the 
ratio, and the census would be fairly taken. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Calls for the question. 

“Mr. WOOD moved to strike out ‘ two hun- 
dred”? and insert **two hundred and. thirty-four. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that he |-elieved that 
motion had been made and rejected. [t was not, 
therefore, again in order. 

Some conversation followed between 


Mr. Woop 
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